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TO THE HONORABLE 


MINDED GENTLEMAN, 
Robert Carey, Eſquire: 


Robert Greene wiſheth as many good fortunes 


as the honor of his thoughts aoe 


merite. 


| | Auing waded (no- 
ble minded Cour- 
ticr ) through the 


both Honourable 
and worſhipfull, in 
cẽmitting the cre- 
dite of my bookes 
to their honourable opinions, as I haue 


found ſome ofthem not onely honourably 


to patronize my workes, but curteouſſie 
to paſſe ouer my vnskilfull preſumption 
with ſile nce ſo generally I am indebted to 
all Gentlemen that with fauors haue ouer- 
(liptmy fol lies: Follies Itearme them, be- 
cauſe their ſubiects haue bene ſuperficiall, 
and their intents amorous, yet mixed with 


ſuch morrall principles, that the precepts 


of vertue ſeemed to craue pardon for all 


thoſe 


AZ 


cenfures of many 


——  ceewa 


r 
thoſe vaine opimons loue ſet downe in hir 
periods. Seeing then (worthic Mecenss of 

letters) my workes haue beene counted 

follies, and follies the fruit of youth, many 
yeeres hauing bitten me with experience, 
and age growing on bidding mee Petere 
grauiora, to ſatisſie the hope of my friends, 
and to make the worlde priuie to my pri- 
uate reſolution, haue made a booke cal- 
led my Farewell to Follies: wherein as I re- 
nounce loue for a foole, and vanitic as a 
vaine too vnfit for a Gentleman, ſo I diſco- 
uer the generall abuſes that are ingrafted 

3 in the mindes of Courtiers and ſchollers, 

with a Colling Card of counſell, ſuppreſ- 

ſimng thoſe actions that ſtraie from the gol- 
denmeane of vertue. But (right worſhip- 

1 full) ſome are ſo peremptorie in their op1- 
nions, that if Diogenes ſtirre his ſtumpes, 

bs. they will ſaie, it is to mocke dancers, not to 

N be wanton, that if the fox preach, tis to ſpie 
which is the fatteſt gooſe, not to be a ghoſt 

ly ſather, that if Greene write his Farewell to 

Follic, tis to blind the world with follie, the 

more to ſhadow his owne follie. My reply 

to theſe thought ſearchers is this, I cannot 

Martinize, 


— — Om — — — — — — 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
Martinize, ſweare by my faic in a pulpit, 


& rap out gogs wounds in a tauerne, faine 


loue when L haue no charitie, or proteſt an 
open reſolution ofgood, when] intend to 
be priuately ill. but in all publike proteſta- 
tions my wordes and my deedes iumpe in 
one ſimpathie, and my tongue and my 
thoughts are relatiues. But omitting theſe 
digreſſions (right worſbipful) to my book, 
which as ĩt is ihe farewell to my follies, ſo 
it is the laſt l meane ouer to publiſh of ſuch 
ſuperficiall labours, which I haue aduentu- 
red to ſhroude vnder the ſlielter of your 
worshippes patronage, as vnder his wing, 
whoſe generall loue hought with honora- 
ble deſerts, may defend it fromthe iniurie 
of euerie enuious enemie. I can ſhadowe 
my preſumption with no other excuſe but 
this, that ſeeking to finde out ſome one 
courtier, whoſe vertuous actions hadmade 
him the hope of many honours, at whoſe 
feete l might laie downe the follies of my 
youth, & bequeath to him all the profita- 
ble fruits of my enſuing age, finding none 
that either fame could warrant me, or my 
own priuat fancie perſvvade to be of more 
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hope then your ſelfe, Iſerdowne my reſt, 
and ventured boldly on your worſhips fa- 
uour, which if as I haue found before, I ob- 
taine now, I ſhall thinke m ſelfe as fortu- 
nate in getting ſo honorabl: a patrone for 
my new indeuours, as vnhappie for blemi- 
ſhing my forepaſſed youth with ſuch friuo- 
lous labours. And thus hoping my honeſt 
reſolution to do well, ſhal be countenanſt 
with your worſhips curteous accep- 

tance, l commit you to the 
Al mightie. 


Tour worſhips in all 
humble ſeruice, 


Roß ERT GREENE, 


TO THE GENTLEMEN - 
Students o both Nniuerſities health, 


. — — cSenclemen and Studentet (my olde 
SS GNP \fricndcs and companions) Ipreiented 
” x || _ with my Mout nung garment, 
Way! - huwe ycucenſure of the cloth or cur 1 
S 0 | 'knowe wot , but the Printer hath paſt 
: f t mall out of his ſhop, and the Pedler 
ſounde them too deate for his pach e, 
that he was faine to bargainfur the lite 
of Tomliuel:n towrappe vp his ſweete 
powders in thoſe vnſauor ie papers : If 
my garment did any Gentleman good 
| Wl [1 am glad, if it ded none I am 

—————ĩ—ĩ— proud, if good man fnd fault that hath 
is wit in his eyes, and can checte what he can not amend, miſlike it, l am 
careles, fot Diogenes hath taught me, that to kicke an aſſe when he ſtrike, 
were to ſmell of the aff: for meddling with the aſſe. Hauing therefore Gen- 
tlemen ( in my opinion) mourned ng enough for the mifdeedes of my 
outh, leaſt I ſhoulde ſeeme too Phariiaicall in my faſtes, or like our deare 
neliſh breethren that meaſure their praiers by the houre glaſle, fall a 
ſleepe in preaching of repentance. | haue nowe left of the intent, and am 
come to the effect. and after my mourning preſent you with my Farewellto 
follies,an vltimum vale ro al youthful vanirics: wiſhing al Gentlem:n as wel 
Courriers as Scholler, to take view of thoſe blemiſhes that diſhonor youth 
with the quaint ſhew of pleaſant de lights. What a glorious ſhew would the 
Spring preſent if the beautie of hit floures were not nipt with the fruſtes? 
how would Autum ne boaſt of hir fruites if ſhe were not diſguiſed wich the 
fall of the leafe, and how would the vertues of youth ſhine ( poliſhed with 
the rip2 conceit of wit) ifihey were not eclipſed with the cloudes ot vani- 
ry . Then ſweete comp nions and louemates of }:arning, looke into ray 
Fate wel. and you ſhall find the poiſons which infect young yeares, and tur- 
ning but the leafe reade the Anti lotes to preuent the force of ſuch deadly 
eonfections. Lay open my life in your thought and beware by my boſſc, 
ſcorne not in your age what you hau- learned in your Accidence , though 
ſtale yet as ſure as check, Felix quem facinnt aliena pericula cantum. 
Such wags as haue bene wanrons with me, and haue marched in the Mer- 
cers booketo plcafe their Miſtcis eye with their btauetie, that as the fro- 
like phraſeis haue made the tauerne to ſweat with riotous expences, that 
haue ſpent their wits in courting of their ſwectchearrs, and empꝛied their 
purſes by being too prodigall, let chem at laſt looke backe to the follies of 
chen 


| O THE READER, 

their youth, and with me ſay tarewell vnto all ſuch vanities . But thoſe 
young nouices chat haue not yet loſt the maidenhead of their innocency 
nor haue not heard i melody of ſuch alluring Syrens, let them read thac 
they may lo. a, and that ſecinginto the depth of their follie, they may the 
more deteſt that whole poyſoncd ſweereneſle they never taſted, Thus ge- 
nerally | woulde wiſh all to beware by me to ſay with me farewell to follic. 
Then ſhoulde | glorie that my ſe ede ſowne with fo much good will ſhoulde 
yeeld a harueſt of fo great aduantage. But by your Jeaue Gentlemen, ſome 
duer curious will carpe and ſay.thatif I were not beyond, I would not be ſo 
bold to teach my better their dutic,and to ſhew them the Sunne that haue 
brighter cyes than my ſelfe, well Diogenes tolde Alexander of his follie 
and yet he was not a King. Others will flour and over read cuerie line with 
a frumpe and ſay tis ſcuruic, when they them ſelues are ſuch ſcabd lades 
that they are hike to dye of the fazion, but if they come to write or publiſh 
anie thing in print, it is either diſtild out of ballets or borrowed of Theolo- 
gicall poets, which for their calling and grauitie, being loth to haue anie 

rophane phãphlets paſſe vnder their hand, get ſome other Batillus to ſer 
2 name to their verſes: Thus is the aſſe made proud by this vnder hande 
brokerie. And he that can not write true Engliſhe without the helpe of 
Clcarkes of pariſh Churches, willacedes make him ſclfe the father of in- 
rerludes, O tis a iollie matter when a man hath a familiar ſtile and can en- 
due awhole yeare and neuer be beholding to art? but to bring Scripture 
to proue any thing he ſayes, and kill it dead with the text in a trifling ſub- 
ect of loue, I tell you is no ſmall peece of cunning. As for example two lo- 
uers on the ſtage arguing one an other cf vn kindneſſe, his Miſtris 
runncs vuer him with this canonicall ſentence, A mans conſcience is a 
thouſande witneſſes, and hir knight againe excuſeth him ſelfe with that 
ſaying ot the Apoſtle, Loue couereth the multitude of finnes, I thinke this 
was but ſimple abuſing of the Scripture, In charitie be it ſpoken I am per- 
{wadcd the ſexten of Saint Giles without Creeple gate, would haue beene 
aſhamed of ſuch blaſphemous Rhetoricke. But not to dwell in the imper- 
fection of theſe dunces, or trouble you with a long commentarie of ſuch 
witle ſſe cockeſcombes, Gentlemen 1 humbly intreat pardon for my ſelfe, 
that you will fauour my farc well and take the preſentation of my booke to 
your iudiciall inſights in good part, which courteſie if I find at your hands 
as 1 little dout of it, I (ball reſt your as cucr I haue done. 


Robert Greene, 


Greene his farewell to Follie. 


- Yen the ſtate of Italie was petered 
fy with the mutinous factions of the 
Z Gulphes and Ghibellines, ſo that 
the common wealth groned bnder 
® the burden of their ſeditious tu⸗ 
| N mults, and the Church infeged with 
8 D fundꝛie ſcyiſmaticall opinions, was 
Fained with fhat blemich of diCenfion.Florc nce,A citie 
greatly mol: ſted with this ciuill controuerſie, in ſted of 
palmes that pꝛeſented peace, was ſcoꝛed with armour 
that denounced warres, the ſtreets that were a mart foʒ 
the trafficke of merchants, ſerued ſoꝛ a place wherein to 
martiall ſouldiers, the Senate went not in roabes of 
purple to challenge reuerente, but in coates of ſtiele to 
maintaine their ſafetie : age,honour noz religion bars 
no pꝛiuiledge in their fozebeavs, but the nobilitie with 
ambition and the commons with enuie, ſo diſſented in 
their ſeuerall thougbts, that the particular ruine of the 
Citie,and the generall ſubuerſion of the woale publique 
was daily erpected. Yet amidſt theſe b2oiles the houſcof 
the Farneze ſo behaved themſelues with ſuch equal pꝛo⸗ 
poꝛtion, that they were neither friends to the Gauelpbs 
no2 foes to the Ohibellins, but with an indifferent poiſe 
of affectiss,countermanded the factions mut in of thoſs 
two maꝛtall enimies. The chiefe of theſe was Ieronimo. 
Farreze,anoble man, donoꝛable foz his parentage, and 
bonoured fo; his ver tue, one that — bis youth w_— bis. 
ns 
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actions with pzowelle, and in his age made a p2oofe of 
bis lire by wiſdome, who diſcouering ttc uiiterie of time 


by experience, founde thatſweeter was the deaw that 
dꝛopt from peace, than the howcrs that powzed downe 
from wars, that the garland of Percurte was mo2e pzc- 
cious than the helmet of Mars, that quiet and content 
ſoner reſted vnder the mar ble altar ol Pallas, than vn⸗ 
der the ſiluer targets of Bellona, not that the noble man 
thought it dichonoꝛable to be martiall, but that he coun⸗ 
ted it pꝛodigall to be fad ious: to auoide therefoʒe all ſts 
ſpition that might inſue by his reſidence in ſo trouble⸗ 
ſome a Citie, ſetting his houſehold affaires in ſome god 
ozder, accompanied with his wife, thzee daugbters, and 
fonre young Gentlemen, allicd vnto him by affinitie, 
hee departed from Flozence, ſeated himſelfe ina farme 
of his about ſire miles diſtant from Uienna : the el⸗ 
deſt of bis daughters was named Margaret, the ſe- 

conde Fraunces, the poungeſt Katherine, all which 
as iopning in a ſympathie of their parents pꝛopa⸗ 
gation, were beholding ts Paturefo2 beautp, to Foz⸗ 
tune fo wealth,and to the Gods foz wiſedome and ver⸗ 
tue: the poung Gentlemen were theſe, Seignioꝛz yera- 
tio,ſeigntioz Bernardine,ſeignioz Coſimo, and meſſieur 
Benedetto, all as J ſaid befoze, allied to Farneze by affi- 
nitie, and therfoꝛe honozable,and directing the courſe of 
their lines after his compaſſe, and therefoze vertuous . 
Theſe thus aſſociated both in nature and nourture, ac⸗ 
companied the olde Countie to his houſe, where arry- 
ning they found a Grange place by ſcituation melan- 
cholie,as ſeated in the middeſt of a thicket fitter fo2 one 
giuen to metaphuſial contemplation than fo2 ſuch pong 
Gentlemen, as deſtred ſooner to daunce with Uenns, 
than to dꝛeame with Saturne, whoſe thonghts aimed 
not at the ſfoicke content of Pythagoras, but at an exte⸗ 
riour conceite of honeff pleaſure, wt ich contrarie fo 
their expectation in ſuch acenturic oz Countrie cottage, 


they 
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they kounde fo2 Icronimo Farneze, (&ing the picture of 
diſcontent ſhadowed in their fozeheads , conceiuing 
this frowarde humour to come, foz that the place of 
their abode was ſo ſolempnely ſeated, beganne at 
the enferaunce into the baſe Court to vie theſs wozds. 
Gentlemen, the learned and wiſe wozldlinges, 
whome experience and wiſedome bath pziuiledged to 
cenſure rightly of the due expence of time, haue thought 
with the Phigition, that as the fomacke bath bis oꝛi⸗ 
fice ſtrengthened as well with the tupce of bitter woꝛm⸗ 
wod as with the ſap of ſwete liquerice : ſo the minds 
oft ſteppeth as ſoone to content by beeing paſſionate as 
pleaſant, deſire hangs not alwaies on the heles of des 
light, man bath his time to meditate,and holy w2it tels 
vs, that as we haue a date foz mirth, ſo we haue a dais 
fo monrne,Salomon whoſe content paſſed al pzopoztion 
of meaſure counted all things vanitie that t@ped to the 
centre of the earth, Alexander amidſt al þ Cmbaſſadozs 
at Babplon, ſtole th:& dayes to bee ſolitarie, Philip 
woulde bee put in remembꝛance of his mozta'itie: and 
we Sentlemen,that haue liued pleaſantlie at Flozence 
wearing out time with vanifie, map now reſine our 
ſenſes dulled with the taſt of ſundꝛie vaine obiecs, and 
foꝛ a werke oz two betake our ſelues to this ſolitarie 
place, wherein J thinke to finde no other pleaſure but a 
ſwete meditation and friendly conference of the vaine 
ſuppoſe of ſuch as thinke none Philoſophers but Epi⸗ 
cures,and none religious but Atheiſts. Thus Genes 
tlemen , J appoint pour penaunce , and therefoze 
few me pour opinion by pour countenance, Seignioz 
pcratio who was nephew to leronimo, made aunſwere 
fo2 the reſt and ſaide,they were all content, wherewith 
the olde Countis leading the waie entered the houſe, 
where linding all thinges in a readines they went to 
dinner: the freſh aire had pzocured good appetite, that 
little talke paſt till they had _ their repaſt, dinner 
2 


being 
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being done,counting it Phiſicke to fit a while, the oldg 
Counteſſe ſpying on the finger of ſeignioz Coſimo a 
ring with a deaths dead ingrauch, circled with this po- 
ſie, Greſſus ad vitam, dem inded whether hee ado2de the 
ſignet foꝛ p2ofit oz pleaſure,ſeignto2 Coſimo ſpeaking in 
truth as his conſcience wild him, tolde her that it was a 
fauour which a Gentlewoman had beſtowed vpon him, 
and that onely he woze it fo her ſake, Then, quoth the 
counteſſe,tis a whetſtene to ſharp fancie:if it be madam 
quoth Coſimo,J am not lo olde but J may lone : no2 ſo 
young fir, quoth hee, but you may learne by that to 
leaue ſuch folly as lone:no doubt nature woꝛks nothing 
vaine, the Lapidarie cuts not a ſtone, but it bath ſome 
bertue:men weare not items only to pleaſe the ſigbt, hut 
to be deſenſiues by their ſecret operatids againſt perils, 
c ſo ſeignio; Coſimo wold J haus vou ble the gentlewo⸗ 
mans fauour, not foz a whetſtone to further follp, Lut 
foza coling tard to inoꝛdinate vanities, T heiniſtocles 
woꝛe in his ſhield the picture ofa ſtozke, his motto An- 
tipelargein,foz that he would not be ſtained with ingra⸗ 
titude. Socrates had but one foie in his houſe, and that 
wos the counterfait of patience,foz that he bad a ſh;ew 
to his wife : By your lcaue madame(quoth Coſimo) had 
not Socrates toũterfait alſo a ſentece:yes anſwered Far- 
nezc, but my wiſe plates like the Pꝛieſt that at his E- 
leuatio left cut his Memento, the motto was this, Neque 
hæc ſufficit, meaning patience was as good a medicine 
to cure a waſpiſh woman of ſullenes,as an ants egge in 
firopfo2 him that is troubled with the Sciatica. The 
Gentlemen laught at the dꝛie frumpe of Farneze, and 
the Counteſſe foz that ſhe bad talkt ot poticnce,tooke it 
fo; a p;eſident,and pꝛoſetuted her intent in this maner. 
Jeſt howe you pleaſe Gentlemen, till Fſaie ttat well 
cannot be gainſayd how the image of death figure d in 
Coſimos ring, ſhould be a glaſſe whercby to direc his 
actions, that the pagans who builde their bliſſe -o the 

1 bet 


to Follie. 


ſiweke conceit of Fame, vſed tie picture of death as a re⸗ 
ſtr aint to all foʒ ward follies, Alexander when he named 
hiniſelfe the ſon of lupiter, was reuoked from hereſie by 
the ſight of a dead mans ſcull that Caliſtenes pꝛeſented 
to him in a caſket. Auguſtus Cæſar ſet on the do2e of bis 
banketting houſe the ſcalpe of a dead man, leaſt extremi⸗ 
tie ſhould turne delight to vice: ſo ſeignioꝛ Coſimo, bſe 
vou pour miſtres fauoꝛ as a benefit to p2ofit the iminde. 
not as a top to pleaſe fancie. Coſimo was dꝛiuen into a 
dump with tis ſodain inſinuation of the counteſſe,as in 
ded he od like the picture of ſilence, whereat Bernardin 
ſmiling made the Counteſſe this anſwere. 

J cannof denie madame, but vou ſap well, vet pour 
cenſure is a little to peremptoꝛie, neither can 3 gainſay 
but ſuch a reſolution would do well in age, whole ſappe 
ſh2onke ſrom p bzanches,cofo:ts the water, but affods 
no bloſſoms, your hairs being ſiluer had a ſõmons bnts 
death, there foꝛe to be armed with deuotion, our peres 
growen & budding fozth a reſtles defire to pleſure, which 
if we ſhould cut off with a continuall remembzance of 
death,wc ſhuld pꝛeuent time t metamoꝛphoſe our [clues 
by tonceit into a contrary ſhape:the Aſtronomer by long 
ffaring at the ſtars fo gets the globe at his fet,ſo feare⸗ 
ful was Phaeton of the ſigne in tbe zodiaock,that he foz- 
gat his courſe : e ſo would vou haue the delight of youth 
daſht with the ſight of a death head, laying aſide al re- 
creation, we ſhoald fall to be flat Saturnifts .. By this 
doctrine madam,you would erect againe the Academie 
of the foicks,4 make young men either apathoi to line 
without paſſtons,o2 els ſo holy to die without fin : the 
gentlemen were glad that Bernardino had made ſuch an 
anſwere,s Farneze to dꝛa them farther into talke, told 
bis wife Þ ge thought ſhe was dzinen to a non plus: no 
ſir(qd ſhe)but the gentleman miſtakes me, foꝛ Jmeane 
not to haue him ſo holy as to line without ſinne, but ſo 
boneſt as to liue without follies, which our Flozenting 
B 3 ſhꝛoud 
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(<:owd vnder the ſhadowe of pouth , that in deede are 
mere enemies to the glozie of pouth. Meſſieut Benedetto 
interrupted the tounteſſe, as one amongf al the compa- 
nie moſt giuen to follie, foz he was a fine courtier and 
was thus quicke in his replie . J remember madame 
that Phocion carped at all men that went ſhod, becauſe 
he him ſelfe was euer barefoot. Antiſthenes admitted no 
gueſt but Geometritians . None ſupt with Caſſius but 
ſuch as neuer laught, and they which feele your humour 
muſt though not in peres yet in action)be as old as you, 
oꝛ elſe hep are ſond lings. But they which at food Dio- 
genes tubbe came as well to laugh as to learne, and we 
that heare, pou may ſooner fall a leepe than follow your 
doctrine, foz J perceiue vnder this woꝛde folly , vou as 
bꝛidge young gentlemen of euerie laudable pleaſure 
and delight , allowing mirth in no meaſure , vnlt ſſe 
pourdout after your pꝛopoztion: As to hunt, to hauke, 
fo daunce, to loue, to go cleanlp, oꝛ whatſoener elſe that 
contenteth youth his folly, And thus by an induction you 
conclude omnia vanitas. The Lady Katherin bearing 
bir mother ſo ſharply ſhaken vp by mellit ur Benedeito 
p2ofecting hir boldneſſe with a modeſt bluſhe made this 
anſwere:And fir quoth ſhe,they which laught at Dioge- 
nes perhaps were as foliſhe as he was cynicall:# might 
with Alexander whatſoeuer they bꝛought take a frump 
fo: a farewell, my mother ſets not downe peremptoꝛie 
pꝛetepts to diſallow of honeſt recreation, but neceſſary 
perſwaſion fo diſwade men from vanitie, ſhe ſeekes not 
with Tullie to frame an Dzatoz in conceipt, with Plato 
to build a common wealth vpon ſuppoſes,noz with Bal- 
deſlat to figure out a conrtier in bilittes : but ſee⸗ 
ing the wings of pouth trickt vp with follies plumes, 
ſekes to perſwade him with Icarus from ſoaring to high. 
And à pꝛap you, qd Benedetto, what terme you follies, 
womens fancies, no ſir, quoth ſhe, mens fanours, Syle- 
nus alſe neuer ſawe a wine bottle but he would winch, 

| and 
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and pou can not heare the name of folly buf you muſk 


frowne, not that yoa miſlike of if in thonght, but that 

deckt in your pontificalibus a man may ſhape & cetera 
by your ſhadow : Benedetto let not this bitter blow fall 
to the ground, but told hir hir Latine was verie bad and 
woꝛſt placſt: foʒ & cetera was no woꝛd o art fo; a fwle , 
but in d&de he did remember Parrats ſpake not what 
they thinke, but what thep are taught: And ſo, quoth 
Colimo, you make a bare exchange with Ladie Bathe⸗ 
rine foz a faic to deliver a popingap, but in derde to 
take hir parte in this, we Flozentines, nap moze gene⸗ 
rallie, we Ita lians oner. wiſe in our owne conceipt, 
ſcande ſo much vppon wit that follie treading bppon our 
beles bids vs oft loke backe vnto repentance: Deignoz 
Farneze taking time by the fozehead iumpt in with Co- 
ſimo ? and ſaid that not onely Jfalians buf other —_ | 
ons whatloeuer were faultie in that imagination, and 
that follie was as common as loue, and lone ſo common 
that he was not a gentleman that was not in loue: and 
by this argument, quoth Coſimo, you conclude all gen- 
tlemen both foles and louers: Jreaſon not anſwered 
Farneze a coniugatis, but ſ&ing we are thus farre ente 
red info the Anatomie of follies, let vs ſpende this af- 
ternone in diſcourſing of the fondneſſe of rach our toun⸗ 
triemen, as ouergrowne with ſelfe lone dzownes them⸗ 
ſelues in that follies which all the wo2ld giues vnto vs 
as due: J meane pꝛide, which ſeignoꝛ Peratio foz that 
J knowe pou alwaies to haue bozne the p2ofcſſion of 
a ſcholler , J commit vnto your charge: Not to me ſir, 
quoth Peratio , J pzay pon kepe decorum , let the 
Ladie Katherine diſcourſe of that which beſt beſcemeth 
bir ſere : fo2 if we may giue credit fo men verie ſkil- 
full and excellent in Chzonographte , the firff patterne 
of p2ide came from Eua the moother of women and 
the miſtreſſe of that faulte : You miſfake the mat- 
ter, quoth the Lavie Katherine » Eua was obedient 
and 


Greene his farewel! 


and ffmple , following nothing but what hir huſ bande 
fo:ethewed and fozetaught hir. Let vs leane women, 
quoth Farneze, and pztuiledge them a liftle to be pzoud, 
oncly Signor Peratio touch you the follie of our Jtali- 
ans and we will be ſilent auditonrs to your goad philo⸗ 
ſophie ; The genflemen ſetled themſelues in filence, 
which gaue a p2oefc to Peratio that they agre@d to Far- 
nezes requeſt, andthercfozche beganne his talke in this 
manner, 

Although genflemen it hath pleaſed fhe connlie te 
giue me in charge the diſcourſe of ſuch a weightp mats 
ter as the diſcouerp of pꝛide, yet Jknowe my ſufficien⸗ 
cie ſo ſarre vnable toperfozme bis requeltt, as of fozce J 
mult craue pardon if either my cenſures be foo raſhe oz 
verdict offenſfne : reſting therefoze in hope of pour cour⸗ 
teous pacience,thus tothe purpoſe. The learned clerkes 
whoſe erperience map anouche their ſayings foz Oꝛa⸗ 
cles, afftrine this folly to diſcend by courſe of pzopagas 
tion, as naturally inſerted into the minde of man ab ip- 
ſis incunabilis, ſetting downe by pbyſicall reaſons that 
pꝛide doth poſſeſſe the inward ſenſes of infants, as ſen- 
ſum comunem & Phantezian befoze any erterioz obicd 
can delude the ſence with vanitie, which Plato conſi⸗ 
dering in his Timzo talleth if Amhropomaſia, the 
ſcourge of man, as & vice ſo deepely bꝛed by the bonc, as 
if will hardly be roted out of the fleſh, alluding the rca / 
ſon that his maiſter Ariſtotle did foz the heart which li⸗ 
uing firft dicth laſt:ſo pꝛide entring at the cradle cude th 
in the graue. Scipio Affficanus the great whoſe tris 
umphes had filled the fretes of Romeo with trophes, 
being demaved-whytheftate of Rome began to ruinate, 
what made him fo2ſake the ſenate, why be lined ſolita⸗ 
rie from the tiuill gouernement, why he taſfed not the 
kruites of his fozegotten gloꝛies? anſwered to all th:ſe 
demands bytefelp, fo that Rome warcth pꝛoude, meas 
ning that pꝛide as ill befifteth a crowne as a cottage, 


what 
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what ouerthzewe the houſe of the Tarquins but 
pꝛide, what wꝛought the confuſion at Babel but the 
pꝛide ol Nemroth 2 Pzide ouerthzew the pompe of A- 
lexander, and had not pzive hatched ambition the 
Romanes had neuer bewailde the death of Pompey, 
to repeat a catalogue of infinit examples were friuo- 
lous : and therefoze leauing this generall diſcouerie 
let vs come to a moze particular diſcourſe of this fol- 
lie. Dur Flozentins which pzofelle themſelues to be 
ſouldicrs, are wedded to this vaine , as men ſhadow- 
ing the verie ſubſtance of pꝛide with the two colours 
of fame and honour : foz what attempts they ſe&ke to 
atchiene by martiall pꝛoweſſe, what exploites they 
perfourme in warres, what daies and nightes they 
ſpends in watching either to pzeuent oz pzetudice the 
enemie, ſtill claime the finall cauſe of thoſe ad ions to 
be fame 02 honour , But who heareth the ſundzy and 
ſeuerall bzauados our martialiſtes make of their 
ſtrange encounters ? how cunningly they oꝛdꝛed their 
ſquad;ons ? how couragionlly they incountered the e- 
nemie ? how ſtoutly they aſfaied the puſh of the pike ? 
bow ſtrongly they bare the ſhocke of the hozfe? what 
lances they bzake 2 what maſſacres they made? what 
ſtratagemes they perfourmed :? what cities they both 
aſlaulted and ſacked , ſhall finde this repozt to taſt of 
ſelfe lone, and theſe warlike indeuours to ſauour as 
much of pꝛide as either of fame 02 honour, But grant 
their allegations true, they couet to be famous and 
honeurable, yet ſhall we ſinde the end of theſe vertu⸗ 
dus imaginati6s,to be touched a little with the ſtaine 
of this follie : fo; the deſire of fame aimed with aſpi- 
ring thoughts (ozeth ſo high , that ſeeking with Phac- 
ton to rule aloft, his very pꝛeſcription dzaweth them 
in a lelfe conceipt of their owne gloꝛies. Bad not Ha. 
niball founde pꝛide in the hope of =y be had _ 

ſcaled 
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ſcaled khe Apes to beſtege Capua: Bed nok Aſexar'. 
der bene pꝛoude in the glozie of dis vidozies and 
ronqueſtes, be hab neuer fighed that there was but 
one woꝛloe ko fubdne ; Hercules was pꝛoude of his 
{abon:s, Hector of his combats with the Grecians, 
_ be ſhozt, the meanett ſouldiour getting cithcr 

pans byſand2ie hardy and bappy attempts, 
Mane ſo Wie mud per the gloꝛious reward of his indenoz 
that willingly he paſſes bis pꝛopoꝛtion, and come 
meth within the compaſſe of this follie. 

Sergio; Bernardino, who all his life time, bad 
profelfed/him | ſelfe a ſouldiour, ſeing Peratio ſo pers 
emptoꝛity to appech his pꝛofelſion of pꝛide, made this 
anſwer. J tan not thinke, ſeignioꝛ ycrario, buf pour 
natiuitie being rightly calculated, bath Mercurie ſo 

— ps „ as we may cenſure wifbont offence, 
that — — ere farre moze bokiſh than wiſe eſperialf 

tall affaires, whoſe honourable conceif 3 
is ſo farre beyonde the reache of pour capacity, that in 
"gazing at a ſfarre yon ſtumble at a fone, and in at- 
— particularip at a ſeuldieur, ron generally 
toad pum with the fault of the whole woꝛlde: are vou 
Foftmple your ſelfe as to atcount tuerie humour that 
flitteth man with deli ght te be p2ide, that the deſtre of 
fame and honour is nothing elſe but ſelfe lone? Then 
ſir, let me ſap, that Mincruas owle was pꝛoude, foz 
perking viwer bir golden target, and that Apelles 
\bojos aimed af ſt lie lone fox grinding toſours foꝛ their 
matters havowes ,* But it did not pꝛeiudite the bx» 
lout᷑ ot Themiſtocles to be called coward at the month 
ok Ariſtot, 'becauſe the fle was a fidler and knewe 
ſtarſe a fpearefront a ſpigot , neither may ſeuldiours 
Nuke offerite to be thonghk pyonde at peur bandes, 
-whichnienvr ſaw battell but in vtur bone, and pet i 
IEG bar there be luch fantaſlicke martialiſts 


as 
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As vou falke at, whoſe tongues are moꝛe hardis than 
their hands, and date ſoner ſcale the heauens with a 
bzaue than anger a man with a blow: ſuch ſeignio: 
pera tio as Thzaſonically countenance themſelues w 
the titie of a ſouldioz, compꝛebend you within the cõ⸗ 
paſſe of fallp: but thoſe perſonages which in defenſe of 
their country and deſpight of the cnemy , ſake after 
fame and honcur, and glozie in the gaiaeof ſuch a gol⸗ 
den benefic,let them triumphe in their conqueſts, ꝛ de⸗ 
light them ſelues in recounting tboſe fauours which 
kame hath beſtowed vpon them foz their warlike inde 
uours. But ſir, in this diſcourſe of pzide,you are pars 
tiall a play like Diogenes, who carping at the begges 
ry of Antiſthenes, neuen marked the patch on his dort 
cloake. Sy!enus would oft inuep againſt dzunckeancs 
with a bottle of wine in bis bande . Lherſues ape a- 
ched Me nalcas of defemitie, bim ſelfe being moſt ufa- 
uoured: and vou ſir. induce a foiildiour as pꝛologuẽ tb 
your comedie of pads, whereas vau ſchollers ought 
to be fozmoſt in the fcene , foz he that maketh but a 
ep into the vniuerſitie of Padua, where the pouth of 
Flozente cbiefely flouriſhe, and with a d#pe inſight 
macketh the nature of gur-Percarialiſts, ſhajl find as 
ft a harbour foz pꝛide vuder n ſchollers cap as vndcr 
a ſeuldiaurs helmet, and tbat᷑ as great ſcife loue lur⸗ 
keth in a ſide gowne, as in a ſhoꝛt armour. T elt me 
good ſeignioz Peratio, ts not Mercurie as arrogant 
as Mars is pzeſnmptnous 2 The one is ſigured with 
wings as bew1ayvig dis aſpiring thoughtes , the o⸗ 
ther pictured in armes, as impoꝛting a reſolution. 
Tur ue they not ouer manie leaues? Reave they. not 
large volumes? Conſume they not long time e Ap⸗ 
ple tber not their wits and willes : Dome in Actro⸗ 
nom to gaze at the ſtarres, ſome in h ſicke to ſearch 
out the nature of ſimples, in the-Pathematiks 
$13 2 
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to woꝛke out metaphyſicall experimentes, enerie a 
particularitie in euerie art: ſpending all bis life to 
dane the wozlde giue a plauditie of their ſtudies. Js 
not this, ſeignioz Peratio, a tickling humour of ſelfe 
loue, that may bꝛing ſchollers within the compaſſe of = 
pꝛide: Tullie gadded the ſtreetes ol Rome, that the peo⸗ 
ple might call him pater patriæ. Demoſtenes tue ſuch 
a conteit of his eloquence, that be walked vp e downe 
Athens to haue the citizens ſay , hic eſt ille Demoſte- 
nes. Plato was ſo pꝛoude that be ſcarſe thought king 
Dionyſus his fellowe, and not onely in learning, but 
in life and apparell ſo neate, that Diogenes ſeeing a 
bꝛaue curſier richly decked with golden trappers, de⸗ 
manded of him when hee was in Cumzo, as taking 
the hozſſe foz one of Platoes diſciples : and J thinke ye 
ſchollers of Padua haue ſo long read Platoes woztes, 
that ye taſt of vlatoes vanities, I mene not of his phi⸗- 
loſophy but of his follies:foz now he beareth no touch 
in vadua that can not as well bane it with plato as 
reaſon with Plato, that conet as well fo imitate Ari- 
ſtotle in the ſumptuouſnes of his apparell as the ſub- 
tilneſſe of his arguments, that hath not a tailer as 
well to picture out his lineaments, as a Stationer to 
furniſh out his libzarie: therefoze ſeignio2 peratio 
loske to your owne laſt, meaſure not the length of an 
other mans fat by pour owne ſhoe, but ioine the ſoul- 
dier and ſcholler in one ſillogiſme, and then the pꝛe⸗ 
miſes equall, conclude how vou liſt , Seignio2 Far- 
neze and the reſt (miled at the ſharpe reply of Bernar- 
dino, and among the reſt meſſieur Benedetto galled 
petatio with this gleke. By my faith gentlemen 
ſeignivz Bernardmo in my opinion hath done well not 
onely in bis defence of a ſouldier, but in his Satyzi- 
call inneciue againſt ſchollers,wzeſſting argumentum 
coniunctum againſt Peratio him ſelfe: J hope ſir pon 
are 
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are a batcheler , and therefoze this kinde of vhzaſe 


giues the lefſe offence. peratio thought to puſh bim 
with the pike,as hee had bit him with the launce, re⸗ 
ſembling the fall of Hector, who while be vnarmde 
Patroclus was bnhozſed himſelfe: Peratio ſomewhat 
cholerike t not well able to bzooke the frump of »c- 
nedetto, was thus rough with bim: maſſe courfier 
7X am glad you kepe ſo good a decorum, as to let 
the lightnes of pour head © lauiſhnes of pour follies 
ſo well to agre in code tertio: pou take ꝝernardinos 
part, but when the gentleman ran ſo merp a deſcant 
on the pꝛide of ſchollers , had he by hap but glancſt at 
the gaudineſle of pour appareil, be had ſpoken karre 
mo2e reuerently of ſcholters than he did: fo2 you 
Flozentine Courtiers, nay fo be flat, we Flozen⸗ 
tine Gentlemen, to bꝛing my lelfe within the ſame 
p2edicament, diſcover our ſelues to be the verie ana- 
tomies of p2ide:fo2 he that marketh our follies in be⸗ 
ing paſſing humoꝛous foz the choiſe of apparell, ſhall 
finde Ouids confuſed chaos to affo2de a multitude of 
dekuſed innentions. It was obieted fo Cæſar fog a 
fault in his pouth that he euer vſed to go vntruſt, and 
we count it a glozie, by a careleſſe cloathing of our 
ſelues, to be counted malcontent. Sardanapalus was 
tbꝛuſt from his empire, foʒ that he was a little effemt- 
nate, and we ſtrine to he counted womanih , by kee- 
ping of beautie , by curling the haire , by wearing 
plumes of fethers in our hands, which in warres our 
anceſto2s woꝛe on their heads, they feared of men, we 
to be fauonred of women , Alexander fell in hate of 
bis Macedons, being the monarch of the whole wozlp 
foz wearing a Perſian roabe imbꝛoidered with gold, 
and we Flozentines that are ſcarſe maiſters of one 
towne ſo decke our ſelues in coſtly aftire, ſo rich and 
ſo rare, that did the Pacedons liue and ſe our follics, 
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1 they would grant Alexander fo weargbigrobe with⸗ 
aut enuy as a pꝛiuiledge:pea now-a@date8 Time bath 
bꝛeuabt pꝛide to ſuch perfection in Italie; that me ars 
à moſt as tantaſticke a as the Englily Oentieman that 
is painted naked with a paire of ſheres in bis hande, 
as not being reſolued after what faſhion to haue his 
toat cut. In truth, quoth Farnezo, to digrefſe a little 


from pour matter, J haue ſeene an Cngliſh Gentle⸗ 


wap to be an Cngliſh man but by the face. And 


man ſo defuſed in his ſutes, bis doublet being foꝛ the 
weare of Caſtile, bis hoſe foz Uenice, his batſoz 
France, his cloake fo: Germanie, that be ſezmedno 


quoth peratio, to this ave we Flozentines almoſt 
grolun:ſoꝛ we muſt haue our tourteſies ſo cring ed, our 
conges deliuered with ſuch a long accent, our ſpeches 
ſo affected, as comparing our conditions with the 
' liuesofour anceffo2s, we ſeeme ſo farre ta differ from 
their fozmer eſtate, that did Ouid live be woulde 
make a ſeconde Petamozphoſis of our eſtates. Now 
maſſe Benedetto, are not you and the ſcholler fellows 
| comperes in follies ? Path not pzidetapght the one 
as large pꝛinciples as the qther : Ars not Courtiers 
as pꝛoude of their coates as . of our babes? Nay 
Oentlemen, not ſouldꝛours, ſchollers and courtiers 
oncly, but all other eſtates atſoener are compiley 
within the compalſe of ourinquiſition, and mar peris 

well and rightly be appeached- of this folly. © 
But ſeignioz »ergtio, quoth the olde Tounte iv, 
What doe you t hinke euerie one pꝛond · that weareth 
coſtiy appareil NoPadam, quath peratio , neither 
doe à thinke but verie beggers haue their paids, and 
the:fo2e appoint the (eat cf this fotly in the heart, not 
inthe habit;toz as the conlemakes not the monk. noz 
the * e the frier, ſo ſumptuous attire pavcus 
— not 9 neither doeti: pzida 
euer 


ener harbour in Mlkes : pzide lwketh as lowe as the 
cottage, and pouertie hath his conceit tainted with 
ſelfeloue, Crates was moze p2oud of his ſcrip and 
wallet, than Creſſus of all his wealth. Plato had ſuch 
an inſight into the peeuiſh pꝛide of Diogenes, that he 
durſt boldly ſap,Calco i aperdi Diogems.The begger 
Irus that hanted the pallace of Penelope, would take 
his eaſe in his Inne as well as the peeres of Ithaca. 
T boughts are not meaſured by exteriour effects, but 
by inwarde affectes. Roabes made not Agathocles 
leaue to dꝛinke in earthen veſſels, but ragges ſhzow- 
ded a pꝛoude mind in Eubulus , that pzeſumd to call 
bim the ſonne of a potter: tis as bad a conſequent to 
call a king pꝛoud fozhis treaſure, as a begger hum⸗ 
ble foz his want, andtherefoze in mp opinion, from 
thek ing to the begger, no eſtate is free from this fol⸗ 
lie. But pꝛide as the pꝛedominant qualitie in everie 
ſere , degree and age challengetb in euerie ones mind 
ſome ſpecial and par erogatine. To confirms 
which, Gentlemen ik pou will giue me leaue, J will 
rehearſe pou a pleaſaunt hitozie . The Countie and 
the reſt of the Gentlemen and Ladies, doſirous to 
beare Peratios tale, ſetled themlelges to ſence, and 
be en 7 this manner, | 
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the ſtarres in his natiuitie had conſpired to make 


him fo:tunate. By parentage ropallp and rightly di⸗ 
ſcended from the ancient kings of Hungaria by birth 
ſole king and monarch of allthe Tranſalpine regions, 
nature had ſo curioufip perfoꝛmed bis charge in the li⸗ 
neaments of his bodie, the planets by happte aſpeas 
ſo carefully inriched his mind with ſundzie gifts; as it 
was in queſtion wbich of all theſe might chalenge by 
right the ſupꝛemacie. But as the pureſt chꝛiſtall hath 
bis ſtrakes, the clereſt ſ kie his cloudes, the fineſt die 
bis Gaine ; ſo Vadiſlaus amtdſt all theſe golden lega⸗ 
ties bequeathed to him by nature, Foꝛtune and the 
gods, had vet a blem iſh darkened all his other glozies 
with diſgrace . Foz his minde was fo puffed vp with 
a diſdainefull kinde of pꝛide, that he purchaſed not 
oncly a ſpectall enuie of his nobilitie, but a generall 
bateof bis commons: ſeated thus by his owne con- 
ceipt in aſecure content, although in verie dede day- 
ly ſtanding vpon thoznes : fo2 that the liues of kings 
pinched with enute are as b2ittle as glaſſe, he thought 
Foztune had beene tied to his thoughtes in a ſtring, 
and that the fozebead of time had bene furrowed with 
no w2inckles , that kings might commande the hea⸗ 
uens, and that ſuch monarchs as he might attempt 
with Xerxes to tie the Decean infetfers : but erepo- 
rience taught him that the counterfet of Foztune, 
was like the picture of Ianus, double faced, in the one 
pꝛeſenting flatterie, in the other ſpight : that time 
bad two wings, the one plumd with the feather of a 
doue to fozeſhew peace , the other with the pennes of 
an eagle to denounce warres, that kings might de, 
termine but God diſpoſe : that a ſcepter was no war, 
rant to pziniledge them from miſfoztune,that euerię 
blille bath his bane, that enerie pleaſure hath hig 
paine, and euerie dzam of delight counter poiſed with 
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a whole funne of miſerie . But in the bloſſoms of his 
pouth, when ſelfe lone tickled him fozwarde fo ouer⸗ 
wene of his owne eſtate :; conſideration, the enemie 
to vntimely attempts, hadnot trode onhis bele, but 
taking the raines of libertie in bis handes, be ranne 
with Phaeton headlong into his owne miſfo2tune. 
Foz on a dap, as oſt he deſired to delight his ſenſes 
with the fragrant verdure of the meades, intending 
to be ſolitarie, foz he hated diſpozt, in that he ſcozned 
any of his nobility ſhoulde beare him companie , be 
paſſed ſecretly ont at a poſterne gate, onely accompa⸗ 
nied with one of his nobles , whom amongf all the 
reſt he admitted into pꝛiuat familiaritie: an Earle 
be was, and called Selydes, and went to a groue hard 
adioyning to the pallace, where in an arbour that na⸗ 
ture, without the helpe of art, had moſt curiouſly 
w2ought, he paſſed awap parte of the day in melan- 
choly meditation: at laſt tickled with a depe conceif 
of his owne happineſſe, commanding his noble man 
apart, he beganne thus fo ſ@th him ſelfe in his owne 
follies. Haſt thou not heard Vadiſlaus, nap doeſt thou 
not know, that kings are gods, and why gods,becaule 
they are kings, that a crowne confaynetha wozlde of 
pleaſures, and Fo2tune euer ſtoupeth at the ſight of 
a ſcopter, that the maicſtic of a p2ince is like. the 
lightning from the Caſt , and the thzeafes of a 
king like the noyſe of thunder? What ſaycſt thou Va- 
diſlaus, are kings goddes? Why doeff thou ſo muche 
abaſe thy ſelfe, kings are moze than goddes , fo2 Iu- 
iter fo2 all his Deitie was glad to reigne a peftie 
ing in Crete, Saturne ſued foz the Diademe of J- 
talie, both goddes , if Poets ſay true, and yet both 
inferiour vnto the in crowne and kingdome. The 
Tranſalpine Regions that boꝛder vppon the Rheine 
are thine , thou art ſole king in all _ — 
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Che ſtarres feares to croſſe th with any contra a⸗ 


ſpect , the temple of peats opens bir gates at thy 
pꝛeſence, riche thou art, featured thou art, fea- 
red thou art, happy thou arf, conclude all that may 
be ſapd either of honour , fauour , oz foztune, a 
king thou art Vadiſlaus : pea, fo ſurely ſeated in 
thy Ponarchye , as did the heauens oppoſe them- 
ſelues agaynſt thy pzoſperitie and happineſſe, their 
_ ſpight were in va ine to determine thy raine and oucrs 
thzow. Tberefoze Vadiſlaus bzing not contempt to 
ſuch a ropall dignitie by to muche familiaritie, diſ⸗ 
dayne in a king is the figure of maieſtie, tis glo2t- 
ous foz p2inces to let their ſubicas feare at the thoghf 
of their Soneraigne ; ſo then Vadiſlaus , let this cen⸗ 
ſure bee ratified, and from henſe fao2th vſe thy no- 
bilitte as neceſſarie members to perfourme thy com⸗ 
mande, but fo: „ none Vadiſlaus, but 
kinges. At this be ſwelled and being dꝛoncke with 
the d2egges of his owne folly , deſirous to bee ſw⸗ 
thed in this imagination, he called vnto bim the 
I Selydes , vnto whome bee vttered theſe 
Thon ſeſt Selydes J am a king, to be feared of men, 
"becauſe honoured of the goddes, tell me frely with⸗ 
out flatterte , what doeft thou thinke either of me 
o2 my gouernement. The Countie who all bis life 
time had bene a courfter , and yet neuer learned 
noz loued with Ariſtippus to be Dionyſius ſpaniell, 
traued pardon of the king, which granted, he framed 
bis talke in this manner. 
A can not deny (mighty ſoneraigne) but kings are 
gods, in that they ought to reſemble their Deities in 
gouernement and vertue, but yet as the faireft Cedar 
bath his water boughes , the richeſt Marguerite bir 
fault, and the ſwerteſt roſe his pꝛickle: ſo in acrowne 


is 


af 


to Follie. 
is hidden farre moze care than content, foz. one 
moment of perfect eaſe a whole moneth of diſquiet 


thoughtes , that were the perils apparant that are 
bid in a Diademe, hardly would ambition boaſt in 
ſuch triumphes, the gold of Mholoſſe gliſtered and 
pet if was fatall, Scianus hozſe was faire tothe eve 
pet vnluckie, a ſcepter beſet with tones is beauti⸗ 
ful, but dangerous: kings ( my liege) are men and 
therefo:e ſubiect to miſle , moztall and therefo;e 
bondllaues vnto Foztune, and pet the title of a 
crowne oft puffeth vp their mindes ſo with pꝛide, 
as fozgetting themſelues, they ſuddenly pꝛooue ins 
foʒtunate, Volyc rates ſo ſwelled in the conceit of his 
bappineſle, as hee thought the heanens toulde not 
countermand his pꝛoſperitie, pet experience taught 
bim that Time and Foꝛtune ſtode on a gloabe and 
therefoze mutable, that the calmeſt ſea bath bis 
ſtozmes, and the higheſt eps tofclicitie, the deepeſt 
fall to miſfoztune ; foz the beginning of dis pouth 
was not ſo pzoſperous., as the ende of his age was 
tragicall. Nero was pꝛoud, and therfoze tyzannous, 
fo2 the one is a conſequent to the other, and ſo by 
pꝛide loſt both life and Lo2dſhip, kings (my liege) 
haue found this by experit᷑ce. # bane feared to make 
pꝛofe of it by triall : ſa that Philip had a toy to put 
him in minde of his moztalitie. Alexander woulde 
bee called the ſonne of lupiter, but Caliſtenes made 
bim denie ſuch arrogancie in Babylon. Creſus was 
p;eude of his pelfe, but Solon pulde downe bis 
plumes by p:eferring Byton befoze him in haps 
pineſſe, kings heads are not impalled with — 
fo2 that they are kings, but becauſe they are bertu⸗ 
ous , Auguſtus Czſar was not famous fe2 his Em⸗ 
pire but foz his clemencie. Seuerus was not chꝛoni⸗ 
cled foz his treaſure but foz his iuſtice. Antonius Pius 
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had not his picture plaſt in the Capitoll, becauſe 


of his ſcepter, but fox he was mercifyll: Do mp 
L o2de to pour queſtion, J thinke pour maieſtie a 
king in d>de with large dominions , and honou- 
red with ropall titles of dignitie, and it fitteth 
not aſubiec fo millike of his pzinces gonernement: 
onelp this J conclude, and this harfely J wiſh, that 
your bighneſſe map liue fauoured cf the goddes, and 
loued and honoured of men. Ve that b2nſcth the 
 Dline tre with bard iron, fetcheth out no oyle but 
water, and he that pꝛicketh a pzoude heart with 
perſwaſions, dzaweth out onely hate and ennie. 
Foz Vadiſlaus ſo grudged at the friendlp aduer- 
tiſementes of theCountie Selides, that choaking 
bis choler with ſilence , he made no replie, but went 
home to the palace: where ,. foz the receit of a 
fiſhe, thinking to repay a ſcozpion, he whetted 
his thoughtes onely on revenge . And Fo2tune, 
who fill thought to fayour him in his follies , ſos 
thed him with ſacccſe in his ennie, that rayfing 
dim to the higheſt ſphere of ſelfe conceit, ſhe might 
_ thzowhim downe to the loweſt center of diſpaire: 
ſoꝛ manie dapes had not paſt befoze, by ſome ſi⸗ 
niſter meanes, be had w2zonght ſo with the reſf 
of his nobilitie , that the Countie was founde 
faultie by falſe witneſſe in a penall ſtatute, that 
bis goodes were confiſcated vnto the kings vſe, 
his bodie exiled into Germanie, and his onelye 
daughter ſoz one and but one hee had as a Dis 
ſtreſſed virgine , was refte at once both of pa⸗ 
rentes and patrimonie. The Countie arming his 
thougbtes with pacience, againſt the deſpight of 
Fozfune , counting it good counſayle to make a 
verfue of neceſſifie , left his daughter in ficads 
of a dowzie to inriche hir marriage, yon 
dor ine 
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doctrine fo increaſe her manners: fo2 giuing bir 
topne that enuie had reft, leauing bir aduiſe and 
counſaple that experience had taught, counting it 
moze happineſſe to haue his daughter pꝛooue wiſe 
than wealthie, as pꝛeferring the giites of the mind 
farre befoze the goodes of Foztune, parting thus 
from his onelye ctilve , from his frendes and 
from his Countrye bee coulde not but ſozrowe, 
and pet in ſuch meaſure, as diſpaire coulde take 
no aduauntage of his paſſions. The Ladye , as 
made of a moze tender complexion, let looſe the 
founfaynes of hir teares, and haning taken hir 
farewell of hir father lamented his caſe , as farre 
as the rech of hir eye could kepe the Barke within 
ken, after the Chippe was out of ſight , and ſhe 
left alone and comfoztleſſe on the ſhoare , ſhe be- 
ganne after this manner to complayne with bir 
lelke. 

Diſtreſſed and ſozrowfull Mæſia, foz ſo was hir 
name, where ſhalt thon beginne to recount thy 
greefes, oz make an ende of thy diſpay2ing ſoz⸗ 
rowes: the pꝛime of pouth, which to others is a 
ſummer of good happe, being to thee a froſtie win⸗ 
ter of miſfoꝛtune. Howe doeth experience teache 
the fo2 trueth, which earſt thou accountedft foz a 
fable, that the pziuiledge of honour is ſealed with 
the ſignet of time, that the higheſt degrees baue 
not the ſureſt ſeafes , that nobilitie is no wars 
rant againſt miſhappe , that the bigheſt cedars 
are blaſted with lightning, when the lower ſhzub 
waues not with the wind, ſmall bzookes bubble 
foozth ſilent Nreames , when greater ſeas are 
troubled with tempeſtes: enuie yea enuie the. 
verie caterpiller of content, ſpareth the tonche of 
a cottage , when he indeuours —1 ruine of a pow 
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late, be ſcozneth a begger when be Cricketh a 
king, and vouchſafeth not to checke pouertie, when 


hee giveth honour tbe mate. Then Mæſia, what 
reaſon haſt thou ts bewayle thy pꝛeſent fall, and 
not rather to ioꝑ at thy future hap , accuſe not fatcs 
oz Foztune as thy foes , when their veſpight re- 
bounded not fo thy loſſe, but thy libertie , whi⸗ 
lome thou wert honourable, and therefoze feares 
full, nowe thou art pooze, and therefoze ſecure, 
alate reftleſſe, feare of miſhappe diſquieted thy 
ſicepes in a pallace , nowe a quiet content ſhall 
_ afoozde the ſwete ſinmbers in a cottage , there 
didſt thou ſigh in ſilkes, heere mapeſt thou fing 
in ruſſet, there nobilitie was counterpopſed with 
care, here pouertie is inriched with quiet. Then 
Maſia, chaunge thy affections with thy foztunes, 
liue as though thou wert bozne pooze, and hope 
as one aſſured fo dye riche: foz there is no grea⸗ 
ter honour than quiet, nos no greater treaſare 
than content. But alas my father, mine aged 
father: Scarſe had ſhes vttered theſe wozdes, 
but griefe pzeſented ſuche a heape of diſtrefſed 
thoughts, that either the heart maſt burſt by (mco- 
thering ſuch ſtalding ſozrowes, oz elſe the tongue 
and epes reſolue vnto playntes and feares. Ab 
deſpightfull and inturious Foztune , quoth ſhea, 
well did Zeuxes paynt the blinde, and pet with- 
cut a bale , as hauing thine eyes not covered 
with a lawne, but darkencd with deſpight, the 
froſt nippetb the budde when be ſpareth the root, 
the goddes flue the bꝛattes of Iocaſta but ſpared 

Oedipus, the wzinckles of age ſhoulde be war- 


rauntes of weale, the filuer haircs ſhoulde bee 
pledges of peace. But fone o2 furie as tbou art, 
thou ball thzeatned my father with a * 

malice 


r 
malice , in the cradle gining bim werte ſpꝛops, 


at the graue pzeſenfinghim with bitter potions, 
in the pꝛime of his youth bꝛing him a fizepe with 
honour , in the ende of his dayes diſquieting his 
thoughtes with pouertie , Silence Mæſia, leaſt 
Fo2tunebearing thy complaynts, toy in hir owne 
ſpight, and triumphe in thy ſoꝛzrowes, the ſwer⸗ 
teſt ſalue of miſhappe is patiente, and no grea⸗ 
ter renenge can be offered Foztune , than to reit 
confent in miſerie, teares are no cares fo2 diſtreſſe, 
neither can ty p2eſent plaintes pleaſure thy abſent 
father: then Mæſia comfozt thy ſelfe and what time 
thou ſhouldeſt beſtowe on diſcourſing thy miſfs2 - 
funos , ſpende in oziſons to the goddes, to redꝛeſſe 
thy fathers cares and reuenge his iniuries, and 
vppon this reſolution ſhe reſted, and fo2 that ſhe 
would kepe a decorum, as well in hir attire as in 
hir actions, ſhe put off hir riche roabes and put on 
homely ragges, franſfo:ming hir thonghtes with 
bir apparell, travelled from the court in toun⸗ 
trie, where ſteking foz ſeruice, ſhe had not paſſed 
long, befo2e ſhe met with a welthy farmers ſonne, 
who handſomely deckt vp in his holy day hoſe, was 
going verymanerly to be fozeman in a Pozice dice, 
and as neere as J can geſſe thus he was apparelled: 
he was a fall lender pouth cleane made with a god 
indifferent face, baning on bis head a ſtrawne hat 
eeple wiſe, bounde about with a band of blue buc⸗ 
kram, he had on his fathers beſt tawnye wozſted 
iacket: foz that this daies exploit ſtd vpon his cre- 
dit, he was in a paire of boſe of red kerſie, tloſe truſt᷑ 
with a point afoze, his mother had [cnt bim a newe 
muffler foz a napkin , t that was tied to his girdle 
fo; loſing, be had a paire ot harueſt glones on his 
bands as ſhewing god huſ badzy,+ a pen t inckhozn 
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t bis backe: fog the young man was a little bo- 
iſh, his pompes were a liftle to beanie, being 
trimmed ffart-vps made of a paire of bote legges, 
tied befoze with two white leather thongs, thus 
handſomely arraped, foz this was his ſonday ſute, 
be met the Ladie Mæſia, and ſe&ing hir ſo faire and 
well fozmed , farre paſſing their countrie maides 
in p2opoztion , and nothing differing in apparell, 
be ffode haife amazed as a man that bad ſcene a 
creature beyond his countrie conceit, and in deede 
the was paCing ſaire, fo; this J remember was hir 
dcſcription : 
Hir ſtature and hir ſhape was paſſing tall, 
Diana like, when longſt the lawnes ſhe goes, 
Aſtately pace like Juno when ſhe = 
The queene of heauen fore Paris in the vale, 
A front beſet with loue and maieſtie, 
A face like louely Venus when ſhe bluſhe 
A ſeely ſhepherd ſhoulde be beauties iudge, 
A lip — rubie red, grac d with delight, 
Hir cies two ſparkling ſtarres in winter night, 
When chilling froſt doth cleere the wes, skie, 
Hir haires in treſſes twind with threds of ſilke, 
Hoong wauing downe like Phœbus in his prime: 
Hir breaſts as white as thoſe two ſnowie ſwannes 
That drawes to Paphos Cupids ſmiling dame: 
A foote like Thetis when ſhe tript the ſands, 
To ſteale Neptunus fauour with his ſteps : 
In fine, a peece deſpight of beauty framd, 
To ſee what natures cunning could affoord. 
Thus J haue hearde the Ladie deſcribed , and 
this bir rare fozme dꝛoue this countrie pouth in⸗ 
to this marnelous admiration, at laſt Mzſia [ging 
the poꝛe fellowe in a mae: after ſalutations done 


as countrie like as the could, and vet tw courtly _ 
is 
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bis calling, e enquired of him if hes knew anie good 
and honeſt houſe, where ſhe might be entertained into 
ſeruice. The young man who all this while had tarde 
her in the face, told her that ſhe cams in pudding time, 
fo; his mother wanted a maide, and if ſhee could take 
anle paines, no doubt ſhe ſhould find a houſe fit foz her 
| purpoſe, And(quoth bee) I baue ſuch good hope that 
you will pꝛoue well, that although this daie J ſhoulde 
bane bene fozeman in a may-game, yet A will rather 
marre the plate then your market, and ſo will tourne 
backe to leade pou the waie to our houſe. Mæſia gane 
him thankes, and together they went to his Fathers, 
whereaffer the young ſpꝛingall bad talked a while 
with his mother, fo he was his fathers eldeſt ſonne, 
the good wife had ſuch liking of the maide, that ſhe 
gane ber an earneft penny to ſerue her fo2 a ptere, and 
ſo hired her befoze the Conſtable , Mæſia beeing thus 
boneſtly plaſt, bp her good behautour grewe into ſuch 
fauoar with alt ths hou ſe, that the olde fooles began to 
thinke her afit match fo2 their eldeft ſonne,anvin this 
hope vſed her meruaitous well. But leauing her to 
her Countrie content, at laſt to Vadiſlaus,who hauing 
nowe glutted enuie with renenge in banniſhing the 
good Earle, pearked ſa highe with Danidas Par- 
rat, that at the laſt hee feli to the grounds : Foz 
pꝛide had tanght him this pzinciple,that pzinces wils 
ware lawes,and that the thoughts of kings could not 
erre, diſdaine and contempt,two monſters of nature, 
bad (ſo ſotted his mind with ſelfe lone, that as his acti- 
ons grew to be inſolent.ſohis gouernment began to 
be tyzannous,commanding as fancie wild him to afs 
fect, not as iuſtice wiſht him to affoo2d : be fought not 
with Auguſtus tobe called Clemens, but with Tarquin 
to glozie in the title of Superbus: alluding the diflike 
kyhich Virgil wzote in the _—_ of Cæſar to —4 
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ſelte. Diui ſum imper um enm love Ceſar habet. e Would 
not with Phillip b bee called martiall, but with Alex- 
ander be honozed- as the ſonne of Ammon: hee ſorght 
not to ſit in his th2one with a bꝛaunch of palme, te go- 
ucrae with peace,but vied a ſwooꝛde as a ſceptcr to 
rule with conſtraint. Long hee dyd not continue in 
this life, but that hee grewe in moꝛtall hate with 
his ſubicctes, the pooze commons grudged and gro- 
ned vnder the burden of his crueltie, the Nobtlitis 
beganne to conſider with themſelues, that mozc did 
the Cate of Rome ruinate in one peere vnder the go⸗ 
uernment of the Emptrour Calygula, then it pꝛoſpe⸗ 
red in manie vnder the vertuous regiment of I raian, 
that moze bloſſomes die the firſt nippe in a moz- 
ning, than the beate of the Sunne can reuiue in a 
whole daie, and moze harme doeth the pꝛide of a 
king in a moment, than good pollicte can reſto;e 
in a moneth : whereupon they determined to foze- 
warne him of his follies, and fo perſwade him from 
that courſe of life, which woulde in time bzing the 
commonwealth to miſchiefe , and bimſelfe to miſ⸗ 
foztune : fſhding fit time and oppoztunitie with a 
generall conſent they beganne to diCwade him 
from his pzeſumption, but /adiflaus who bzokt not 
to be countermanded by anie of his nobles, returnds 
them this ſcoꝛnlull anſwere. 
Py Lo2des,as the Dunne is ſet inthe heauens, ſo 
kings are ſeated vppon earth: the one to glozious an 
obiea foz eucrie eie to gaze at,the other too full of mas 
ieſtie fo; anie man tocontroule. The woulfe had his 
ſkinpulled oner bis earsfoz pꝛxing into the lions den: 
the ac ions of P2inces are like the pearles of Arabia, 
the one foo coſtly foz euerie marchant to pꝛiſe, the o⸗ 
ther too Lonourable fo2 everie baſe perſon fo cenſute 
of. * the pꝛoudeſt birde deare wing , the 
agle. 
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euer 18 not the point of u tyons|clawe-a-ſeale:of 
his ſafetie, and the verie title, nay the verte thought 


of a king, a warrant of his bliſſe. Take heede mp 
Lo2des , let the pꝛeindice of others bee a pzeſident 
fo2 you to beware: : me thinks the Countie Selydes 
miſhap might war ne you from pꝛeſſing too much on 
my fauour. Seneca by grudging at Neros bliffe pzocu- 
red his owne bane, Caliſtenes checking the thoughts. 
of Alexander wzoaght bis owne ouer thꝛowe. Kings 
muſt not be controuled fo; that they are Kings, and 
therefoze from hencefo2th doome not of ary doinges 
leaſt. And with that be flung from them in a rage, as 
ane aiming at reuenge, if hcereafter they miſlikt of 
bis couernment . Tye nobles whome diſdaine had. 
armed to deſpaire, bganne fo murmure at the kings 
wicked reſolqtion, and either to free the common- 
wealth from miſerie, oz by attempting ſuch an enter⸗ 
pꝛiſe to p2ocure their awne miſhap: amongeſt them 
all Rode nto, a noblo man moe bolde then the reit, 
burſt koꝛth into theſe paſſions. 
Py Lo2des and wozthie Peercs of Buda, feared. 
fo2 pour valour, and famous foz pour victoꝛies, let not 
the pꝛiuate will of one man bee the ruine of fuch a 
mightie kingdome, kings are Gods, then let them go- 
uerne like Oods, oꝛ giue vs leaue to account them 
wozſe then men, let the eramples of other nations tie 
vs to the conſider ation of our pꝛeſent eſtate. The A- 
thenians pꝛeferred the weale of their Countric befo2e- 
the pꝛide of Alcibiades, Cziar was flaine in the Be⸗ 
nate — his pꝛide, Hannibal twice eriled Carthage foz 
bis pꝛeſumption, Dyoniſius baniſht out of Scytily 
fo his inſolencte : Crownes (mp Lozdes) are ns 
plackardes of wickedneſſe, Securitte waiteth not 
anie longer vpon a. Dcepter than it is ſwayde with 
taquitie, a Diademe is no —_— glozious then it is 
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decked with vertue, ſo Þ occaſion pzeſents bs a double 
p2offer, either by ſothing þ king in bis pꝛide to ſuffer 
the common wealth to periſh, oz by roting out ſach a 
pꝛince, to ſaue both our (elues and the kingdome trom 
zeiudite: now my Lo2ds the ballance is poiſed, cho ſe 
which part you pleaſe, Rodento hauing ſet their har ts 
on fire with theſe woꝛdes, they all conſented to recall 
Countie Selides from baniſhment and if at the ſecond 
perſwafion the king woulde not take a better courſe, 
to make him ſole monat h of Buda:they wer not lack 
in their purpoſed intent,but diſpatcht letters ſecretlie 
by-a ſpeedie Poſt into Germanie, which the Countie 
Selides receiuing, ſuſpected at thefirſt a further miſ- 
chiele, but at laſt thzoughly ſatiſſied by the meſſenger 
of their faithful intent, de cut ouer with as much ſped 
as might be, e ſecretly in the night came to the honſe 
of Rodento, where being honourablte intertained, the 


3 next date all the nobles aſſembled, and there in conn- 


ſaile tolde the Countie Sclides how in requitall of his 
exile they meant either toſet him in his fozmer eſtate, 
oz elſe to inrich him with the benefit of a crowne.Ths 
County was vnwilling to grant to their requeſts, yet 
at laſt ſeing deniall could not pꝛeuaile, he conſented, 
and all iopntly went together to the Court: where 
they founde the king walking accoꝛding to his won⸗ 
ted manner in his accuſtomed melancholie:who ſcarce 
ſaluting his Lozdes with a god lake, pet ſtraight had 
eſpied the Countie Selides: at whoſe ſight with a face 
inflamed with cholar,and eies ſparkling hate, he des 
manded why the Countie Sclides was reuoked from 
exile, how be durſt pzeſume ſonigh to appꝛoch his pꝛe⸗ 
ſence,o2 which of his Lozds was ſo hardie as fo admit 
bun into their company; Rodento ſpeaking foz the reſt 
made anſwere, that as the Countie delices was bani⸗ 


ſhed without cauſe, ſo he might lawfully returne with 
out 
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out pardon, that offences meaſured with ennie, were 
to be ſalued without intreatie, e therſoꝛe did no moꝛe 
then they all pzeſent were readie to iuſtifle: and fur⸗ 
ther, whereas bis maieffie was ſo ſotted in ſelfe con- 
ceit that he held his will as a lawe, and made a meta⸗ 
mo2phoſis of a monarchie into a flat gouernment of 
tyzannie : they were come to perſwads his b13hneſſe 
from ſuch folly, wherein ik he reſolued to perſiſt, they 
were determined not onely to depziue bim of his 
crown and kingdome, but befoze his face to celebzate 
the cozonation of Selides. Vadiſlaus hearing this pe⸗ 
remptozie reſolution of bis Lozdes, was nothing diſs 
maide, but with a countenance ouerſhatowed with 
diſdaine, tolde them bee ſeared not their bzaues ; foz 
quoth he, tbe trecherous attempt of a ſubiect cannot 
diſmate the p2incely courage of a king. When the 
laues of Scythia rebelled againf their Lo2des, thep 
were not ſubdued with weapons, but with whips.Ci- 
rus puniſhed traitozs, not with the are to infer death, 
but with afooles coate to pzocure perpetuall ſhame : 
therfo:e my 102ds I charge you vpon pour allegeance 
take holde of that outlawe Selides, put him in pꝛiſon 
till he heargfartheref my — foz pour owne 
partes ſubmit pour ſelues and craue pardon, The no⸗ 
ble men plaide like the deals Addar that heareth not 
the ſo2cerers charme, neither could they bee diſſwaded 
from their intent by the thzeates of a king, but follo- 
wing their purpoſe, pꝛeſently depoſed him of all regal 
dignitte and celebꝛated che cozonation of Selides;who 
ſeated in the regall thzone,had no ſooner the ſcepter in 
his hand, but enuie beganne to grow in his heart, and 
reuenge haled him on to ſeale vp his comicall ſucceſſe 
with tragicall ſozrow,foz he commanded V aditlaus to 
be pulled out of his roabes and put into rags, inſtead 
of a crowne to giue him a * a ſcepter a gy 
E 3 ate, 
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latte, making gener all pꝛoclamation that none of 
what degree ſo euer, ſhoulde allowe him anie mainte⸗ 
nante, but that his inheritauce ſhoulde bee the wide 
fields, and his reuenues rought elſe but charitie. Ya- 
diſlaus thus at one time depoſed and metamoꝛphoſed 
from a king to a begger, was now diſda ned of thoſe 
whome befo2c he did ſt oꝛne, and laught at by ſuch as 
| befoze hee did ennie, the nobilitie Makt him off as a 
refuſe, the commons vſed bim as a bad companion, 
beth iopntlp fo2gat he had ben their king, and (moth / 
ly ſmiled at bis miſſoꝛtune. Vadiſlaus as a man in a 
trance,being paſt a little from his pallace, ſœing the 
plate which whilome was the ſubiett of ple aſure, no 
the obiect of diſconfent,tyat wher he did command as; 
a king, he was centrolledas an abiccbe ſel into theſe 
diſtreſſed paſſions. - 

Zs youth the wealth of nature, to be wꝛacked with 
cuerig flawe? 3s honour the pꝛiuiledge of nabilitie, 
ſabiec to euerie fall? Bath maieſtie that makes vs 
fellow partuers with the Gods in dignitie, no wars 
rant to graunt a ſympathy of their deities, that as we 
are equall in bighnes,ſo we may be immoꝛtall in bap⸗ 
pines: Why doef thou enter Vadiſlaus into ſuch fr i⸗ 
volous que ſtions, when thy pzeſent miffoztune lelics 
thee kings are but men, and therfoze the ver ie ſubieas 
of Foztune ? Ab vnhappie man hadſt thou confeſled 
as much as p:ofe ſets the downe fo a pꝛinciple, the o - 
ucrflowing gale of ſelfe loue had neuer bzought thy 
. karke perſoꝛce to ſo bad an harbour. Hadſt theu go⸗ 
uerned like a G8d in eguitie, thou ha dſt ſeil rulcd ike 
a God in honour ; but pzzdc perſwading the a crowne 
had made thee moze then a man, bath nowe induced 
time to aſſure the, that thou art the wozlk of all men. 
Kings ſeats are like the roo:ne that Egiſtus made ſo2 
Fcaungers, wherein beeing placed , the care m_ _ 
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Kahfed with melodic, the eie with ſundzie elves of 
content,the ſmelling with ſweat fano2s : but to toun⸗ 
ternaile theſe pleaſures, ouer their heads hung naked 
twooꝛdes in lender fillets of fune, which pꝛocured 
moꝛe feare than the reſt did delight: inaieſtie is lyke 
the triple ſtring of a Lute, which let to lowe maketh 
badde muſicke, and ſtretched foo high, either craketh 
oꝛ ſetteth all out of tune. Foztunes fauours reſem⸗ 
ble the pꝛickes of a Po2zcupine , that careleflie gazed 
at, pleaſeth the eie and the touch, but narrowly hands 
led, bob hurteth the ſight and tye ſenſe. Ah Vadiſlaus, 
had conſideration fozetaught thee theſe vntimelie 
p;inciples,thou hadſt neither found the ſcafs of ings 
vnlure, maieſtie out of time, noz foztune but as ſhee 
is to all men, inconſtant. But pꝛide, what ſareſt thou 
of pꝛide Vadiſlaus? Was it not lawfull foꝛ the to be 
pꝛouder then all men, that wert higber in dignitie 
then all men? Might not a crolun yeld thee a ſel fo con⸗ 
ceit in thy adions? What diddeſt thou beeing king 
that beſe:mey not a king? Diſdaine J tell the is the 
gloꝛie ofa Sceptcr, and in that fill bee rc ſolute, beeſt 
thou neuer ſo pooze in eſtate, bee ſtill a P2ince in 
thought, parentage is without the compalle of Foz⸗ 
tune, the Gods may diſpoſe of weith, but not of birth, 
imagine thy palmers bonnet a p:intes diadem, thinke 
thy ſtaffe a ſcepter,thy grate werds coſtly attire,imas 
ginations are as ſwerte as actions: and ſfeing thor 
t auſt not bee a king oner nobilitie,be ret a king ouer 
beggers: holde poucrtie as a (lane, by thinking thy 
want ſtoze, and fill diſdapne all that art deſpitcd of 
all: Dioniſius was foz the ſame bꝛaue -minde exiled 
ont of bis kingdome, but hee kept a ſcholc in Counth, 
and there although bee were not apzince ouer men, 
pet bee was a king ouer botes, and the fozce of his 
T ſoothed him in a pzincely wat 
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Cuſh Vadiſlaus, neuer ſhzinke at this ſhot, now thou 
art moze the a king,foz thov art a monarch both ouer 
_ fates and foztune, and pet this pꝛiuiledge is left thee 
that none in Buda can challenge, thou maieſt boaſte 
thou haſt bene a king, and whoſocuer giues ther fo: 
almes, neuer peeld him thankes, foꝛ hee beſtowes but 
what once was thine: adiſlaus arming himſelfe thus 
with a deſperate kinde of patience,paſſed poo zel dil- 
guiſed and deſpiſed thꝛough his owne Countrie. And 
Selides ſafely ſeat. d in the kingdome, aſter hee had ſet 
the affaires of the weale publike in good o3der, fooke 
all his care to know where his daughter was beſfow - 
ed, dut hearing no newes where ſhee was harboured, 
made general pꝛoclamation thꝛough all bis domini⸗ 
ons, that who ſo could tell newes what was become. 
sf the ladie Mæſia the kings daughter ſhould be great⸗ 
ti aduanced in calling, and haue a thouſand crownes 
fo; bis paines. Th Farmers ſonne happened to bee 
with bis mothers butter at the market when this 
pꝛoclamation was made, and comming tome, tolde it 
in ſecret foz great newes, bow that the king was de⸗ 
poled from his crowneze Selides created in his place, 
and that wboſoener could tel where Mæſia was ſhould 
be well rewarded fo2 his labour. The olde Farmer 
nodding bis head at theſe newes,made anſwere: vou 
may lee ſonne,quoth be, what it is to bee a great man, 
I fell you the gaie coates of kings covers much care, 
as they bane many pleaſures, ſo they haue mickle pe⸗ 
rils, the plowman bath moze eaſe then a Bing: foz the 
one teoublcs but his bodie with exerciſe ,the other dil⸗ 
quiets his minde with waigbtie affaires, J warrant 
thee wiſe we haue as much health with feving on the 
b2owne loafe, as a inte hath with all his delicates, 
and J ſteale mozeſwefe naps in the chimney cozner 


ma werke, then (Ood ſane his mateltie) the King _ 
quie 
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quiet derpes in bis beds of doune in a whole moneth, 
Oft haue AJ beard my Father ſaie (and J teil th& our 
pꝛedeteſſours were no roles) that a huſbandman plo- 
wed out of the ground thz> things, wealth, health and 
quiet, which (quoth hee) is moze woꝛth then a kinges 
ranſome: but tis no matter, let not vs meddle with 
kings affaires,but if the councell bane thought it god 
fo put downe Vadiſlaus, he may thank his own pꝛide, 
which ſonne learne of me,is the root of all miſchiefes, 
and if they haue crowned Sclides, wee ſe a goodly ex⸗ 
ample,be that humbleth bimſelfe hall be exalted, but 
J would J could tel where the kings daughter were, 
fo; he that reaps fauour and wealth gets a double be⸗ 
nefite, Mæſia who heard theſe newes of her Fathers 
p:eferment,ſmiled in her owne conceif, that fo: tune 
bad made ie ſharpe and ſhozt a renenge,and that now 
after many miſertes paſt ouer with patience , thee 
might not onely ſate Dabir Deu hu quoque finem, but 
Hec olim maminifſe innabit The remembzance of hottoz 
fainted her chakes wich a purple die at the ſight of hir 
pꝛeſent dzudgerie, the hope of dignity tickled hir mind 
with a ſodaine toy, to thinke what a metamozphoſts. 
Gould happen at ber pleaſure, but when the called to 
minds the Countrie ſayings of her olde maiſter, and 
ſawe by pꝛoole how fickle foztune was in her fauo2s, 
and had conſidered what miſhap late in maieffie, and 
what a ſecure life if was to line pooꝛe, ſhe found digni- 
tie ouerſhadowed with danger, wheras pouertie flept 
quietly af his pleugh beame. Pononr wilde her fo be⸗ 
w2ate what ſhe was, quiet perſuaded her that content 
was a kingdome.Perplered thus w ſundꝛie thoughts 
after der houſe was handſomely and huſwifely dꝛealt 
bp, ſhe foke her ſpinning wheels to the dooꝛe, and theres 
ſeffing ber ſelle ſolitartly in the ſhade, che had not da · 


wen fozth tha& oz foure thzeddes , but Vadiſlaus in bis 
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beggers roabes came to the dooze, and ſ@ing ſo neate 
a Countrie wench at ber whele, without ante ſaluta- 
tions, after bis cynicall manner began to gaze on her 
beautie. The matde taking him ſoꝛ no other but ſome 
ſt aut begger, as Countrie maides vſe to ſolace them⸗ 
ſelues, began to carr oll oat a ſong ts this ettect. 


Sweet are the thoughts that ſauour of conrent, 
the quiet mind is richer then a crowne, 
Svveet are the nights in careleſſe lumber ſpent, 
the poore eſtate ſcornes fortunes angrie frovvne 
Such lvveet cõteut, ſuch mindes, ſuch ſleep, ſuch blis 
Bcggers inioy, when Princes oft do mis. 


The homely houſe that harbors quiet reft, 

the cottage that affoords no pride nor care, 
The meane that grees with Countrie muſick beſt, 

the ſweet conſort of mirth and muſicks fare, 
Obſcured life ſets downe a type of blis, 

a minde content both crowne and kingdome is. 


The ſong of Mæſia ſomewhat fouched the minds 
of Vadiſlaus, that meruailing what pzetie muſition 
this ſhould be that had ſo werte a voice and ſo pithie a 
dittie, he began fs interrupt ter melodie in thts ſoꝛte. 
Faire maide,foz ſo J may tearme you beſt, in that J 
giue thee but thy due to ſate thou art beautifull, and 
allow tber a fauour in thinking thou art honeſt, tel me, 
is this Country cottage thy fathers houſe?andif it be, 
thy birth is ſo baſe t thy bzinging vp ſo bad, how hap 
thou halk ſound diſquiet in dignity, and care containd 
in a crowne? Yalt thou ſeene the court, and ſo ſpeak eſt 
by cxpertence,oz learnd this dittie as aſong ofcourſe, 
and ſo hitteſt the crow by bap, Mæſia hearing the beg» 
ger lo inquiſitiue , clpecially placing his wozde 
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ſuch a commanding ph2aſe, thinking him to bee no o⸗ 
ther then his ragges did repozte, ſhooke him vp thus 
ſharply. Tis fo2 beggers (quoth thee) whome foztune 


hath tied tothe curteſte of others, to traut almes with 
treaties, not todemandqueſtions with inquiſition,foz 
as they haue no other plackard than ponertie,ſo their 
charter is ſubmiſſion and lowlines, what ſo euer my 
tongue contained, ſtep not thou farther than thy ſcrip, 
thou art meane inough, tberefoze quiet inougb, no 
almes would do thee moze good than a queſtion, and 
therefoze ſtate while my thꝛedde is dz awen, and thon 
ſhalt haue my denotion. Vadiſlaus whoſe pꝛide was 
not changed with his apparell, told her » the vertue of 
the tre was not diſcerned by the ont ward barke, but 
by the in ward ſap,that the Lapidarie might be decei⸗ 
ned in colours, that roabes made not kings, noz rags 
beggers, that Appollo beeing a God, metamoꝛpheſed 
bimſclfe, not into a pꝛince, but to a ſhepheard, that 
Mercutie foz his pleaſure tooke the fozme of a cowe 
hearde, to try the tabling of nac chus, out ward ſhewes 
are not in ward effeds, and therloꝛe ſhe might miſtake 
bim, and thongh his cloathng diſcouered pouertie, his 
calling might be honourable. Mæſu hearing fo well 
ozderedananſwer to come from ſuch a viſo2dered per⸗ 
fon, began to note mozenarrowly the lineainents of 
his face, x at laſt perceiued it was the quondam king 
Vadiſlaus, but (ill diſſembling what both che thought 
and knew. made him this anſwere: Friend, if J haue 
ſhot awꝛie blame the marke that J aimed at, and not 
my cenſure by outward ſhow,foz we Countrie maids 
gre ſo homely bought bp , that wr count none 
kings but what weare crownes , and all beggers 
that carrie ſcrippes and craue almes, if pour degree 


be abone pour ſhewe, if was pour owne faulte,. 
and not my folly that made me ſo fooliſhe, my 
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ſong J hope what ſo ere ve be, hath giue none offence: 
ik thou haſt bene rich, it tells the what diſquiet is in 
dignitie, and that the cottage afw2ds moze quiet then 
a kingdome: if thou wert neuer but as thou art, then 
maiſt thou ſ& what content is in pouertie, and learyg 
that the obſcure life conteineth þ greateſt bliſſe: kings 
are men, and thercfoze ſubiec to miſhap, Foꝛtune is 
blinde, and mutt either mille of her aime, oꝛ ſhote at a 
great marke, der boltesfiie not fo lowe as beggerie, 
when honour is pearced with euerie blow, and there⸗ 
foze Marcus Curcius that bad thzice bene dicatoz,and 
as many times friumphed hidde himſelle in a pooze 
farme to be fre from the iniurie of foztune. Yadiſlaus 
dziuen into a paſſion with this parle, aſked her why 
ſhe told him of tbe Eratagems ofkings,[&ing her ſelfs 
was a begger : foz that,quoth Mæſia, thou didſt ſcoꝛne 
euen now to be counted a begger: nay quoth Vadiſlaus 
fo2 that thou knoweſt, oʒ at the leaſt doeſt ſuſpect J am 
a king: Mæſia tolde him ſhe had ſmall reaſon to make 
fuch a ſurmiſe, but deſired that ſhe might know if her 
were Yadiflaus,that of late was depoſed: Jam quoth 
he,. the ſame, I tel thee maide, euerie waie the ſamec,foz 
miſhap hath no whit altered my minde. Then (quoth 
Mz{a)bath foztune done ill, to iopne in the both po⸗ 
vertie and p2ide,foz either hath Repozt a bliſter on her 
tongue,oz thy fall did inſue of diſdainfull inſolenc ie: 
thy fault bath bene alwates the fall of pzinces,the ru⸗ 
ine of ates, and the vtter ſubnerſion of kingdomes, 
Dyocleſian the Romane was ſo pꝛoude, that be called 
bunſelfe bzother to the Dunne, and was the firft that 
euer made edict to haue the feete of Emperours kiff, 
in figne of ſeruill (nbmiſſicn, bis end was madneſſe: 
the pꝛide of Pompey was his ouerthzow: the defire of 
kiogly title cauſed Cæſar to die in the ſenate 1 
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but thy harueſt is out of the graſſe, and my countell 
commeth now, as a ſhower of raine doeth when the 
cozneis ripe: pet ſeing you ars fallen into pouertie, 
let mee adniſe thee howe to beare it with patience. 


Wanf is not a dep2tuation of vertue, but a releaſe of 
care and trouble. Epamynondas was not called halfe 
a God, no Lycurgus a ſauiour, becauſe they abounded 
in wealth and wereſlanes to their paſſions, but be⸗ 
cauſe they were Pꝛinces, and vet — with pouer⸗ 
fie: then let their liues be a marke whereby to direc 
your actions, that as you are fallen from dignitie by 
de fault, ſo you may liue in pouertie with patience,+ ſo 
die a moze honozable begger then thou diddeft ling a 
king, and if thou meruaile who it is that (gives thes 
— friendly councell,know J am daughter to Sely- 
des, who dztnen by thy iniuſtice to this diſtreſſe, al- 
though my father now a king, vet J find ſuch content 
in pouertie, as J little haſt ts exchange this life with 
dignitie. 

Vadiſlaus carefully marking the weight ofenery 
woꝛd, eſpecially pꝛoceeding from her whom he had ins 
tured,bluſhed at the fight of her patience, and vet as a 
man whom deſpaire had hardned on tomiſhappe,no- 
thing relented at her perſwaſions,but in a melancholy 
furie long from the dooze without ſaying one wo2de, 
o2 bidding her farewell. Mzfa noting till the per⸗ 
nerſe ſtomacke in the man, ſapde to her ſelfe, What 
folly is there greater than P2ide, which neyther age 
noz pouertie can extinguiſh 2 What afterwarde be⸗ 
came of Vadiſlaus, the Annales of Buda makes not 
mention, but oncly of this, that he died pooze and vet 
pꝛoude. Foz Mæſia pittying her fathers ſozrowes that 
be made fo2 her abſence,moze foz his content than foz 
ante delight in dignitie,ſhoztly after ſhee fozſoke the 
Countrie and went to the court. ä 
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Peratio haning ended his tale,the whole compante 
commended his diſcourſe,and eſpecially the old coun⸗ 
teſſe, who not onely gaus him pzaiſe as a laurell fo 
bis labours, but thanks, as due to him by deſerts, ſap- 
ing, that in derde pꝛide was one of thoſe ſinnes which 
nature had framd without change that Foztune was 
a miſtreſſe ouer other paſions,and Time had a medi⸗ 
cine fo: other maladies,onely pꝛide and the gout hath 
bis ſimilitube in effects,that they were incurable. Mel 
madam,quothiBeroardino,Peratio hath bone well,but 
p2ate God he reſemble not the rich BiHop of Cullen, 
that pzeaching againſt couetouſnes, had a pooze mans 
leaſe to pawne in his handes, which hee vſed as an ins 
ſtrument to ad againſt vſurie: he is a ſcoller madam, 
and therefoze within the compaſſe of his owne conclu⸗ 
fions,fo2 we ſe theſe Uniuerfitie men oucrcome them 
ſelucs deeply in this folly, inſomuch that not content 
to be pꝛoude at home, they ſ@ke by trauell to hunt af- 
ter vanity. As J cannot, quoth Peratio, excuſe my ſelf, 
lo J will not accuſe all gener allp, betauſe the pꝛemiſes 
are to peremptozie that inferre ſuch cenſurers,but no 
doubf,ſchollers are men, and therefoze ſubiec to this 
tault. And ſo be courtiers,quoth Ladie Katherine, foz 
you may ſmell their pzide by their perfumes. Tis 
well. qd Benedetto, that ſeignioz Farneze hath made 
- ancrception of wonten, otherwiſe Peratio had neuer 
made an ende of his diſcourſe . Peratio faking 
hold of Lady Katherines talkc,thought fo croſſe Bene - 
detto duer the thumbg,and therefoze made this reply. 
Truth it is, that Lully wait to Atticus, that the con- 
que ot᷑ Aſia had bꝛought ſiue notable follics into the 
Citie of Rome. to make giozious ſepulchzes, to weare 
rings ot gold, to vſe ſpice in meats, to alap wine with 
ſugar, and fo carrie about ſweet perfumes and ſmels. 
\Thele meſſieur Bdnedetto, Tully tountes follies, and 
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ve vſe as fanours : he thought them pꝛeinditiall, and 


ve courtiers count them as neceflary,and therfoze ars 
gue how you lift, J will baue you within the compaſſe 
of my diſcourſe. J can (mile, quoth the Ladie Kathe- 
rine, to ſæ how meſſieur Benedetto thinking fo wzing 
water ont of a one, bath ſtumbled on a flint, which 
friking to hard hath bꝛought fire. Bet(quoth Coſimo) 
bis lacke was good, fo hee burnt but bis owne clo⸗ 
thes. Seignio2 Farneze hearing theſe dzie blowes, 
 bzoke off their talke at this time by commanding ons 
ok bis me to coner foz ſupper, which done,ſitting down 
with bis gueſts about him, euerie one plied his tefth 
moze than his tongue, Benedetto excepted, who was 
fo chafed in conceit at the Lady Katherine, that bis 
thoughts onely were imyloicd after dinner bow to be 
reucnged,which indeed he perfozmed in this ſozte. 


The ſecond diſcourſe ofFolly. 


A Fter Farneze the reft vas ſatiſiitd their ftemacks 
with meat « their minds with mirth, Coſimo ſes 
ing Benedetto ſo paſſionate, began to whet him on to 
pꝛattie in this maner. Paſſe courtier, qv he, to dzawe 
you out of pour dũps with a demad, Jp2ay you anſwer 
me to this queſtio: wby do p painters in figuring fo2th 
the counterfet of lone,dzaw her blind c conercd with a 
bale,when as we ſee that in nothing there is a deeper 
infight than in loue: z enedetto ſeting Coſimo put fozth 
this queſtid only to moue talke, told him, that if be had 
ſpent but as many idle hours about ſubſtance of affcs 
ction,as be had done daics about the quiddities of ficy, 

he would willingly haue anſwered bis demand: but 
ſing twere folly foz a ſouldier to teach Orpheus how 
to handls bis harps , hee woulde aunſwore him as 
Zeuxes did king Perſius, who defiring him to ſhews 
bow he coulde dꝛawe the picture of enuie, pꝛeſent⸗ 
ly bzought him a looking Glaſſe, wherein Perſius 
. pertei⸗ 
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perteiuing his owne phiſnomie bluſht: And pet fo2 al 
this, qd Bernardino, ſeignio) Coſimo bath not change 
countenance,and pet we all know him to be a louer: 
and therfoze,quoth the Ladie Frances, within the com- 
paſſe of folly, fo2 this J remember that an Acrion ſai⸗ 
eth, Cupid was depꝛiued of his ſight, not by nature 
but by iniurie, ſoʒ the Gods ſummoning a parliament, 
whereat appeared all the heauenly deities, Cupid by 
hap,o2 rather by fatall pzeſence of the deſtinies, met 
with Folly, who ſurcharged with onerweening paſli⸗ 
ons,began to diſpnte of their ſeuerall powers,the boy 
not able to bzoks compariſons, bent his bow, and was 
readie to diſcharge an arrowe againſt Folly, but des 
being readier furniſhed with wepons, neither regar⸗ 
ding his pouth, beautie, noz deifte, ſcratched out his 
_ eics,inrequifal whereof ſhe was by the Gods appoin⸗ 
ted his guide. Then by this quoth Peratio, there is no 
loue without fofly. That J venie,anſwered the L adie 
Frances,foz true and perfect lone is beyonde the deitie 
of Cupid, and therefoze without the compaſſe of follie. 
But ſuch loue as vou pong Gentlemen vle,that hath 
as great a confuſſon of paſſions, as Ouids chaos had 
ofſimples, is that which J meane, in truth it is luff, 
but ſhadowed with the name of loue, which rightly 
Euripides calleth a furie. J am gladde, quoth Farne ze, 
that we are entered into the diſcourſe of loue, fo2 F 
will inioyne this nights woꝛke to bee about the diſco- 
uerie of the verie ſubſtance of luſt, which dzowned in 
voluptuous pleaſures, haleth on the mind to the fouls 
defo2med ſinne of lecherie , a faulte that we Jtalians 
greatly offend in, and pet the cuſtome of ſinne hath ſo 
taken awaie the feeling of the offence, as wee ſhame 
not oft times to glozte in the fault. And foz that ſeig⸗ 
nioz Coſimo J haue knowen you amongeſt all the 


reſt to bee moſt amoꝛous, though J muſt needes 
| confclls 
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confeſſe al waies honeſtly, pet fo2 that you haue bene 
acquainted with ſuch paſſions, J commit the charge 
vnto pour hands. Coſimo ſ&ing the company ſmile, 
in that the Countie hav tied him to (ach a taſke , wil 
lingly would haue ſurrendered vp his right into an o⸗ 
ther mans handes, but fearing to diſpleaſe Farneze, 
and by ſh2incking, fo diſcouer where his ſhoe weng 
him, ar ming him ſelle with patience ſeemed very con- 
tent: and therefoze began to frame his ſpech in this 
manner. Although (Gentlemen) Hiparchon coulde 
play on his flute, pet he was not to diſpute of Puſicke, 
in that bee knewe moze by the pzaciſe of his finger, 
than by ſkill of the concozdes  Epheltion coulde han⸗ 
dle Bucephalus , but not ride Bucephalus. Menecas 
the Pacedonian was a very god ſimpler , but knewe 
not how ts confee a potion, as one aiming at the ver- 
tue ot the hearbe , not at the qualitie of the diſeaſe : lo 
although J baue, as a nouice , gazed at the temple of 
Venus, pet Jam not able to diſcourſe of the Deitie of 
Cupid : tis no conſequent, that by feeling a fewe paſ- 
ſions, J ſhould be able fo ſet downe pꝛinciples, oz that 
a ſparke of fancy ſhould kindle a whole flame of wan 
fon affections , pet that J be not accuſed fo be moze 
ſcrupulous than courteous , J will ſay what J baue 
heard and read of this follie. The Cyꝛiniake Philo 
ſophers, as Ariſtippus, Metrodorus and Epicurus, who 
founded their ſummum bonum in pleaſure, to ſhadow 
their bzutiſhe pzinciples with ſome ſhewe of reaſon, 
dꝛew, as Phidias did ouer his defo2med pictures, cour⸗ 
teines of ſlke, that the outwarde vale might counte⸗ 
nance the imperfection of his art, placing the ſubſtance 
of pleaſure vnder the ſimple ſuperficics of vertue, co- 
uering an inuenomed hake with a faire baife , and 
like Ianus pzeſenting a double face, the fozemoſt of 
flatterie, the bindmoſt of ſozrow, 3 meeting 
vice 
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vice and bertue , found the one go2geouſly fricked vp 
in 02nament cs of golde , the other courſely attired in 
ſimple clothing, vertue bare faced wering in fozebead 
the connterfait of trueth, vice valed with a mal ke 
to coucr the defo2mitie of hir viſage , wherein aps 
peared the ſtaynes of pleaſure, as tbe infection of les 
 p206ſfte, which Plutarke noting, being demanded what 
p:ealure was: aunſwered, a ſwete ſteppe to repens 

fauncc , alludinge vnfo the cenſure of Phocion, 
who w2ote cf the picture of Venus this ſentence 2 Ex 
vino Venus ex venere tuina & mors, But ſeeing my 
charge is not to ſpeak e generally of pleaſure, but of 
t follte which tlaiming the name of pleaſure, moſt 
eſotteth the ſences of all other obieges with deceit, 
A meane luſt, which the better to bzing in credit, is 
honoured with the title of loue, J muſt confeſſe my 
ſeife herein to be of Ariſtotles opinion, who being de» 
manded by Alexander the great, what loue was s ans 
ſwered, a metamozphoſis of mens bodies and ſoules 
into contrarie ſhapes : foz after that the.impzeſſion of 
lu, inucigled by the fading obicd of beautie, bath 
crept in at tbe eye and poſſeſſed the heart, we wholy 
deliuer our ſelves, as lanes to ſenſualitie, fo:getting 
dur God foz the gaine of a goddeſſe, whoſe altars ſa⸗ 
nours of ſtincking perfymes , and whoſe temple is 
not perfumed with roſes , but infected with dem⸗ 
blocke $ they which ſacrifice vnto Veſta offer bp ins 
cenſe with fire, they which Kande at the ſhzine of 
Venus offer vp bladders onely filled with winde, the 
one repzeſenting the pureneſſe of chaſtitis , the o⸗ 
ther thelightneſſe of affection : pou (ay true,quoth the 
Ladie Frances, venus coffers are alwaies emptie, and 
therefoze giuing great ſounde, hir garments imbꝛoi⸗ 
dered with feathers, as noting inconſtancie, foz he 
that marketh the confuſed eſtate of you 3 
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who conef to be counted louers, ſhall ſinde howe bn- 
der that one folly you heape together a maſſe of miſ- 
chieuous enoꝛmities, foʒ the Gentleman, that dzawne 
by a voluptuous deſire of immoderate affections,ſeks 
to glut his outward ſences with delight, firſt layeth 
bis platfozme by pꝛide, ſcking to allure a chaf eve 
with the ſumptuous ſhewe of apparell , under that 
mal ke to entiſe the minde vnto vanifte, others by an 
eloquent phꝛaſe of ſpeche to tickle the eare with a 
pleaſing harmonie of well placed wo2ds : well placed 
in congruitie, though ili conſtrued in ſence , ſome by 
Muſicke to inueigle the minde with melodie, not ſpa⸗ 
ring to ſpende parte of the night vnder his miſtreſles 
window, by ſuch paines to pꝛoture hir diſhonour and 
bis owne miſfoztune, Thcle (Gentlemen) be fruites 
of pour loues, if I tearme it the beſt way, and pet 
follies in that they pꝛeiudice both purſe and perſon: 
the ſame baite is flatterie, which giueth the ſozeſt bat⸗ 
terie to the bulwoꝛke of their chaffitie, fo when they 
ſee the minde armed with vertue, hard to be wonne, 
and like the Diamonde to reſuſe the fozce of the file, 
then thep apply their wittes and wils to wozke their 
owne woe, penning downe difties, ſongs, ſonnets, 
madꝛigals, and ſuche like ſhadowed oucr with the 
penſell of flatterie, where from tlc fictions of poets 
tbey fetche the type and figure of kheir fayned affec- 
tion: fir , decyphering bir beautie fo bee moze 
than ſuperlatiue, comparing bir fece vnto Venus, 
bir haire vnfo golde, hir epes vnto ſtarres: naye 
moꝛe, reſembling hir chaſtitie unto Diana, when 
they l ke onely to make hir as common as Lais, then 
bowe bir fe:ture hath fired their fancie, howe bir 
ſiaht hath beſotted their ſences , bowe beautie hath 
bewitched them, papnting out their paſſions as 


Appelles did puppettes foz childzen , which inwardly 
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framed of clape, were outwaredlye trickt vppe with 
freths colours, they plunge in paine, they waile in 
woe, they turne the reſtlelle ſtone with Sy ſy phus, 
and alleage the tozmentes of Tantalus, what griefe, 


what payne , what ſozrow, what ſigbs, what teares, 
what plaintes, what paſſions, what toꝛtures, what 
deathis it not they indure till they optaine their mi⸗ 
ſereſſe fauour, which got,infamie concludeth the tra⸗ 
gedie with repentance: ſo that J allow thoſe — 
poems of Guazzo, which begin: Chi ſpinto d amore, 
thus engliſhed. 

H: that appaled with Juſt would ſaile in haſt to Corinthum, 
There to be taughe in Layis ſchoole to ſceke for a miſtreſſe, 

Is to be traind in Venus troupe and changd to the purpoſe, 

Rage imbraced but reaſon quite thruſt out as on exile, 

Pleaſure a paine reſt tournd to be care and mirth as a madnefſe 
Eirie mindes inflamd with a looke inraged as AleQo, 

Quaint in aray, ſighs fetcht from farre, and teares marie fained, 
Pen ſicke ſore depe piungd in paine, not a place but his hart whole, 
Daies in griefe and — to thinke on a goddeſſe, 
Broken ſleeps, ſwete s, but ſhort fro the night to the morning 
Venus daſht his miſtrefle face as bright as Apollo, 

Helena ſtaind the golden ball wrong giuen by the ſhee heard, 
Haires of gold eyes twinckling ſtarres hir lips to be rubies, _ 
Teeth of peatle hir breſts like ſnow bir checkes to be roſes. 

Sugar candie ſhe is — — fro the waſt to the kneeſtead. 


Nought is amiſſe no fault were found if ſoule were amended, 
All were bliſſe if ſuch fond luſt led not to rance. 


Do that of theſe verſes J conclude, that ſuch young 
Gentlemen as tickled with luſt, ſeke fo pleaſe their 
ſenſes with ſuch pernicious delights,may iuſily tome 
within the compalſe of this folly : may (quoth the Las 
die Margarite) lef the ſelle ſame pꝛeditament tompꝛe⸗ 
hende ſuch fantaſtike poets, as ſpende their times in 
enning downe pamphelts of lone, who with Ouid 
eke to nouriſh vice in Rome by ſetting downe Artem 
amandi, and giuing diſhoneſt pꝛecepts of luſt and lea⸗ 
cherie, cozrupting youth with the e xpence of tune vp⸗ 
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ſuch frinolous fables : and therefoze deſerue by Au- 
guſtus to be baniſhed from ſo cinill a tountrie as Ita⸗ 
lie, amongeſt the barbarous Getes to liue in erile. 
tap there, quoth meſſieur Benedetto, pour tommiſ⸗ 
ſion is too large, and pour cenſares too Satpꝛicall, we 
read not that any woman was euer Stoicke oz Cys 
nicke, either fo be fo ſtrict in paſſions; oz bitter in in- 
uectiues, and fo wzite of loue not to fauour the follie, 
but to condemne the fault t and therefoze Madam ei⸗ 
ther be moꝛe partiall oz moze particular. — — 
ces (quoth Farneze) art nothing to the purpoſe, and 
therefoze ſeignioʒ Coſimo fo your charge: Jknowe 
fir, auſwered Coſimo, that Padam Frances bath ſaid 
well, in painting out the phantaſticke deſcription of 
a loner, yet bath ſhe bene fauourable in figuring out 
their follies : foz this lone oz rather luſt endeth not, 
till it faſteth of the very dꝛegges of adulferous leche⸗ 
ry, a folly, nay a ſinne ſo in hate with God and con⸗ 
tempt with man, as Seleucus fozbad it to be named 
amongſt the Locrians . The ende of concupiſtente is 
luxuria, ſapth Socrates in his diſputation with Euthy = 
demus,frb whom floweth, as from a ſea of wickednes 
inceſt, murthcr,poiſon,violfce,ſubuerſib of kingdoms 
and infinit other i Ariſtotle being demanded 
what adulterie was, made anſwer, a turious inquiry 
after an other mans lone , and being deſired to penne 
downe the effects, wꝛote theſe oz ſach like wozdes.Ve 
that ſerketh by a plauſible ſhadow of flattery to ſeduce 
a minde from chaſtity to adulterie, ſinneth againft the 
law of nature in defrauding a man of bis due, his ho- 
nour and reputation, ſpoiling him of a moſt pꝛetious 
tewell, whichis the loſſe of bis wines loue and frends 
ſhip : 44460 
bꝛaſſe ſtraigbt periſheth,ſo the league of marriage vi⸗ 
olated by adultery extinguiſheth loue, and — 
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bind af the mot, nought but the painted bale of flaf- 
terie, the peace of the houſe is changed into diſco2de, 
diſtention in ſteade of laurell pzeſenteth a ſwoꝛd, and 
content lleepech not with Mercuries melodie, but wa⸗ 
keth with Alectos diſquiet, the face that in fozme be- 
ighonelt , reſembleth the ſunne in beautie, ſtained 
with adulterie, dluſheth to ſee the ſame as gultie of 
hir owne delozmitie, credit hath ſuffered ſhipw2acke 
and fame as ſpotted with the foyle of diſhonour , all 
theſs hatefull diſcommodities inſning by the volup⸗ 
tuons deftre of ſuch young Gentlemen, as wedded to 
vanitie, glozy in the title of this folly. J maruel then, 
quoth Peratio, what woman (theſe effects conſidered) 
will liſten vnto the melody of (ach ©p2ens, whole als 
lurementes perſwades them to ſuche miſfoztanes, 
o2 howe they can thinke that man to lone them, 
which by fulfilling his momentary lu, pꝛocureth 
their perpetuall diſcredit and ſubuerſion both of ſoule 
and bodie , Know you not (quoth Benedetto) the rea⸗ 
ſon of that, are not the thoughts of women like the in⸗ 
habitants of Scyꝛum, which knowing that the ſagour 
of Dates is deadly vnto their complerion, pet neuer 
ceaſe fill they dye with Dates in their moathes, 
Pou miſtate if, quoth the Lady Frances, it is becauſe 
men conſume them lelues into tearcs with the Cro⸗ 
codile, till they haue gotten their pzay, and then they 
neither reſpect their honour noz honeſtie. Bowſoe- 
uer it bꝛe, quoth Coſimo, J baue not to deale with 
women. but foz our Flozentines, J knowe none 
moꝛe addicted vnto this folly, which to conclude, bath 
bene ſo odious amongſt our anceſtaurs , that it hath 
beene chaſtned with ſeuere puniſhment es. Alexan- 
der greatly blamed Caſſander, becauſe hee offered 
but to kiſſe a minſtrels mapde Auguſtus Czlar 


made the lawe Iulia, which permitted the fat her to 
kill 
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Kill the dangbfer foꝛ adulterie , Cato baniſhed a Se- 
natoz fo2 kiſſing his wife in his daughters pꝛeſente. 
Marcus Antonius Carcalla was baniſhed his Em⸗ 
pire foz luft , with infinite other, whoſe miſerics, 
, and miſfoztunes were innumerable one- 
ty by this folly , as Tarquinus Superbus foz Lucrece, 
Appius Claudius foz Virginia, Iulius Czfſarfoz Cleo- 
patra, Iohn Countis Armiake foz his owne filter, An- 
thonie Venereus duke of Uenice fo2 his Secretaries 
wife, Abuſahid king of Fez fo2 the wife of Coſimo 
de Cheri , as Leon in his — of Aﬀrike ſet⸗ 
teth downe : but amongeſt all theſe Gentles, an bi⸗ 
— large foz the confirmation of this my diſ⸗ 
 ICONTLE, 


THE TALE OF 
Colimo. 


„ Pile Ninus the fonne of Belus 
73 / raigned as Soueraigne ouer the 
7/4 dominions of Egypt, and kept 
2 bis Court Nopall in Babylon, 
'» \” & there dwelled in the ſuburbes of 
3 NE the Citte a pooze labouring man 
= Y9 called Mznon , who was moze 
bonef than wealthye , and pet ſufficiently rich, foz 
that hee tined contente amongeſt bis neighbours, 
this pooze man accounted bis poſſefſious large e- 
nough , as longe as bet enioyed and poſeſſcd his 
grounde in quiet, imitating Cyncynatus in bis las 
bours, who tounde health of bodie and quiet of mind 
tbe chieleſt treaſure, by tilling bis fielde with conti⸗ 
nual toyle, But as content had ſatiſfied his W 
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this, fo Mznon was as greatly fauoured of Foꝛtune, 
fo; he had a wife of the lame degree and parentage, ſo 
beautifull, as there was none ſo faire in Babylon, ſo 
honeſt, as there was none moꝛe vertuous, ſo courfes 
ous, that there was not one in the whole city who did 
did not both lone and like of Semyramis the wife of 
 Mxnon,foz ſo was hir name:inſomuch that Ninus des 
ſired to haue a ſight of hir beauty, and in diſguiſed ap⸗ 
parell, went to the poꝛe mans houſe, where ſeing 
ſuch aheanenly ſaint about bir homely huſwikery, fif- 
ter (as he thought) to be a paramour foꝛ a pꝛince, than 
a wife fo2 a ſcbiect, ſighed and ſozrowed that ſhe was 
not in his power to commande: pet fauouring hir in 
that ſhe was honeſt, as fancying hir foꝛ that ſhe was 
beautifull , be departed with reſolution to be maiſter 
of his owne affections , and not to depꝛiue the pooꝛe 
man of ſo great good. After he was returned tothe 
palace and was ſolitarie by him ſelfe, the Idea of hir 

perfection repꝛeſenting a humane ſhape of aheauen- 
Ip creature, ſo aſſaulted his minde with ſund2p paſ⸗ 
ſions, that giuing the raines of liberties to bis wanton 
appetites, he fell into theſe fearmes. Unbappy Nious, 
and therefoze vnbappy becauſe a king and ſubiect ta 
 Cenſuality , ſhall the middle of thy yeares bee wooꝛſe 
than the pzime of thy youth , ſhall loue conquer that 
- Fo2tune could neuer ſubdue, ſhall the beate of affec⸗ 
tion ſearche that in the frute that it coulde neuer hurt 
in the budde, halt thou gouerne a kingdome and 
canſt not ſubdue thine owne paſſions? Peace Ninus 
name not ſo much as loue, race ont fancy with ſilence, 
and let the contineney of other kings be pzeſidents foz 

_ the to direct thy courſe aright. Alexander made a cons 
queſt of his thoughts, when the beauty of Darius wife 
bad him battell. Cyrus abftained from the ſight of 
Panthea, becauſe he would not be intemperate. Pom- 
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pey would not ſpeak to the wife of Demetrius his fr& 
man fo2 that hee was fa ire, and what of this Ninus 2 
Pet had Alexander concubines, Cyrus a lemman, and 
Pompey was not ſo chalt,but he liked Phrinja, and ſq 
maiſt thou make a choice of Semyramis, hee is pooze 
and vnfit fo a king, I but ſhe is faire, and fit foz none 
but a king, loue filleth not the hand withpelfe,vut the 
tie with pleaſure, ſhee is honeſt, truth, but thou art a 
monarch,and the waigbt ofa ſcepter is able to bzeake 
the ſtrongeſt chaſtitis: but that is moze Nynus, he is 
another mans wife,but her huſbande is thy ſubicce, 
whom thou maieſt command, and hee dare not but o⸗ 
bey: haue not beggers their affediõs as wel as kings? 
may not Semyramis,nay doth ſhe not lone pooze Mz + 
non better than euer (hee will like Nynus, pes, fo 
crownes are as farrefrom Cupid as cot: ages, pꝛintes 
haue no moze pꝛiuiledge ouer fancie than peaſants :; 
yet Nynus feare not; louc and foztune fauourcth not 
cowards, Somytanms na, tonſtraine Semy- 
ramis to loge the, and vppon this reſolue, fo2 kings 
mult haue power both euer men and loue. Nynus res 
ſting vpon this reſolution, determined to tris the mind 
of demyramis how thee was affeded towards her hu · 
In tberefoze diſpatch a Letter to her to this ef? 
Aire; 76 28 ö , 
It may ſ&@me ſtrange Semyramis, that the mos 
narch of Egypt ſhould wzite to the wire of a poꝛe las 
bourer,ſ#ing the pꝛopoztion of our degrees are ſo far 
vaequall,, but if it bee conſidered that kinges are but 
men, and therfoꝛe ſubiect to paſſie ns, ſooner ſhalt thou 
bane cauſe to ſazrow foz my griefes, than muſe at my 
w2itings.Did my deſire aime at a kingname, J wold 
attempt to ſatiſfle defire with my [wozd ? Did envie 
trie foz content, then coulde J ffey to reuenge: were 
my thoughtrs as inſatiate as ö „the 1 is a 
* 020 
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Ko2ehonle ef treaſures, theſe deſires arc fo be ſatiſſien 
with friends oz foztune, bat the reſtlefſe ſozrowe that 
fo pincheth my minde with diſquiet, onely rcCeth in 
thy power to appeaſe. It is Semyramis the deitie of 
bentie, which is pꝛiuiledged farre aboue dignitie, that 
Gods haus obeyed, and men cannot reſiſt, the ſight of 
thy perfection entered at the eie, the repoꝛt of thy vers 
tues tickling the-eare, and both iopntly aſſaulting tte 
heart with ſharp and furious alarums baue ſoſnarcd 
my minde,as naught pleaſeth the cics that is not thy 
obtect, and nothing contenteth the eare but Semyra- 
mis. Seeing then the Egyptian monarch, who hath 
triumphed ouer all the nations of the South and Caſt 
climate with many bloudie conqueſtes, is by them 
vꝛougbt as a capſiue,ſeruile fo thy beautic t his owne 
- paſſions, hoaſt that ſoue hath lotted thee (uch a victo2y, 
and be not ingrateful to the Gods, by denying me that 
I deſerne,fauour. But perbaps thou wilt obiect thou 
art married, and therefoze tyed to paoꝛe Manon, (fo; 
tone hath taught me thy huſbands name) that honeſtie 
beareth bloſſoms as wel in a coftage,as in the court, 
that vertue harbozeth as ſone with beggers as pꝛin⸗ 


tes, that fame o2 infamie can ſtoup as low as they can 


fe high, that repozt and enuie ſonner d ingeth want 
than plentie, this Semyramis J tonteſſe, but pet the pi⸗ 
rare of the cagle placed oucr the temple of Venus,feas 
red the faulcon fo; offending her bones. Damztas po- 
pintay pearched vnder a dꝛagon of bꝛaſſe to auoide the 
vultares tyꝛannies: diſhonour toucheth not the ves 
ure of a king, and the concubines of pꝛintes purchaſes 
renowme,not infamie: Mznon is p802e, and will 
toy to haue ſuch a riuall as Nynus, the want of Se- 
myramis darkens the gloꝛie of ber beautie, which the 
loue of a king ſhall inrich with oꝛnamentes. Then 
Femyramis pittie his plaintes, who is thy ſeueraigne 
„ and 
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and might command, and yet deſirous to be thy parg- 
mour, ſækes a conqueſt, nat by conſtraint, but by ins 
treavies : in graunting which thou climbeſt to digni⸗ 
fie, and ſleepeſt at the foote of a ſcepter , honour and 
quiet entertaines the with delight, and to thele thou 
addeſt thy friends pꝛelerment and thy huſbands wel⸗ 
fare: if as thou art pooze,thou art pzoud, and ſelſe 
conceitarmes the with diſdaine, confider that the 
count erfait of kings cannot bee d2awen without the 
ſhadowes of duetie, and that the pill that purgeth the 
cho of a pzince is reuenge. This thinke, and far e⸗ 
well. 


Nynus Monarch of Egypt 


Ve committed this Letter to the charge of one of 
bis Becretaries, whom he made pziuy to the contents, 
who poaſting in haſt to the houſe ot Semitamis, found 
her bꝛinging one of her babes allpe with a ſong. The 
Secretarie delighted with the pleaſing harmonie of 
her boice, ſtood a litt le liſtning to her melodie, at laſt 
ſtepped into the houſe, at whoſe pꝛeſence the pooze 
woman amazed, fo that her cottage was not accuſt os 
med toſuch gueſts, ſhe bluſht, which gaue ſuch a gloz x 
to her fozmer beautie, and ſuch a pꝛeſident of her in⸗ 
ward verfae, that the Secretarie enuied the happie 
placing of his ſoueraines pallions,yet after ber home⸗ 
ly faſhiũ the intertained htm,greatly fearing when be 
delivered her the letters, p they had bin ſanie warrant 
to app2ehend her huſband foz ſome fault, but by the 
ſuperſcription ihe percetued they were direced to hir. 
bauing (ct befaꝛe y ſecretarie a meſſe of creame to bu- 
ſie him, ſhe ſtept aſide tu read the contents, which whe 
ſhe perceined and wel noted the effeas,not onely allu⸗ 
ring with pꝛomiſes but perſwading with thzeats, ſhe 
burũ into teares,curſing * daie where þ —_— 
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a fight of her face as diſmall and infoztunate, falling 
vt laſt from tetres into theſe ſeareful complaints: Ars 
tbe diffinies (pooꝛe Semyrithis) ſvꝛe⸗pointers of good 
> ill, lo inequall allotters of miſhappe; that ſome they 
bleffe with daily fauours, and others they crofſe with 
continuall hard foztunes # Had the fates no p;opszti- 
zn in their tenſutres: coulde it not ſuffice thou wert 
obꝛe, but thou muſt be miſerable cannot envit᷑ paint 
he pictewe ot content at lo tottage deze, but ſhe mut 
grudge? is there no ſhz ud fo low, but is ſubi a to the 
winde: no woman ſopooze if ſhee bee faire, but ſome 
blaſing her beautie aimeth at her chaſtitie? Then Se- 
myramis be patient but reſolute, rather chooſe deſpite 
and ſoz row than diſgrace and infamie. Is labour an 
enemie to loue, howe then ſhoulde affection touch mee 
who am neuer idle! therefoze fond foole, doth lone en⸗ 
nie tte, becauſe thou art not idle, but by labour ſhe wo- 
eſt thy (elfe a recreant fo his law. But pet Semyramis 
ronſider who it is that perſwades the to loue, Nynus 
a king, a monarcb, and thy ſoueraigne, one whoſe mas 
ieſtie may ſhadowe thy mille, and whoſe verie name 
may warrant the from the pꝛeiudice of ennte, if thou 
offend, dignitie counteruatles the fault, and fame dare 
not but honour the concubines of kings. Foz ſhame 
Semyramis footh not thy ſelfe in ſuch follies, are not 
kings ſeates obieus fo; euerie eie to gaſe at? Are not 
their actions tenſured by euerie baſe perſon 2As the 
py2amides are markes fo2 the ſea, ſo their doings are 
notes fo2 the woꝛld: Doth not fame builde in the foze- 
heads of pꝛintes: pes Seinyramis, kings faults though 
they are paſſed ouer with feare, yet they are tudgedof 
with murmure: the greater the dignitie, the greater 
the offence,ſhame followeth vice euerie where, and as 
dulterie, it lawes were not partiall,defcrueth puniſh? 
ment as uell in a hing as in a begger .- Mænon is 
p@;e, 
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pooze, but thy huſband,in louing bim thou pleaſelt the 
Gods, Nynus is rich and a monarch, in contenting him 
thou diſhenourelt thy ſelfe and diſcontenteſt the bea⸗ 
uens: hath Babylon counted thee faire,ſo thou art fil 
by reſeruing thy beautic? hath Babylon counted thee 
honeſt? ſo remaine ſtill by pꝛeſeruing th chaſtitie: be 
not mo2e charie oner th beautic than ouer thine ho- 
neſtie, foz maup knowe the by fame that neuer ſaws 
thy face. Then Semyramis, aunſwere the kings paſſis 
ons with >cnial,but alas he thzeatneth reuenge, ſwer⸗ 
ter it is fo die with credit tha line with infamy. Then 
why ſtaieſt thou thus fondly debating with thy ſelke, 
reply as one that pzeferreth fame befoze life, and with 
that the lept fo a ſtandiſh, and taking paper w;ote a 
Letter to this effeg. 


Bings are Gods, not that they are e but 
foꝛ they are vertuous: Pꝛinces haue no pꝛiuiledge to 
do ill, Fame is not partial in her trumpe: tbe chieteſt 
treaſure is not golde, but honour, to tonquere a kings 
dome is a faucur of foztune, to ſubdue affection is a 
gift from the Gods, lone in kings is pꝛintelp, but luſt 
is pernitious: kinges therefoze weare crownes, be⸗ 
cauſe they ſhould be iuſt: iuſtice giue euerie one his 
due, Semiramis is Mænons wiſe, and therſoze his inhe- 
ritance : the Gods thꝛeaten pꝛintes as well as pooze 
men: hot lone is ſoone colde : the eie is variable, in- 
conſtant and inſatiate : Adulterie is odious, though 
graced with a ſcepter, beutie is a lipperie good, P2in- 
ces concubines pziſe honour too deare , ＋ ſelling 
the pꝛecious ie well of honeftie foz golde: death is a 
karre moze ſwerte than diſcredite, tame to bee pꝛeſer⸗ 
ted befoze friendes, Nynus is a king, whoſe ſeate is 
ſore ſancturie foz the — Semiramis is pooze, 


yet honeſt, lone of Mænon in her youth, and loyall to 
T1 him 


Greene his farewell 


bim in hir age, reſolued rather to dye than be pzoved 
vnchalt: ſubiects pzay foz their ſoueraignes, wiſhing 
they may line pzincely and drt vort uous. 


Semyramis the faithfull wife of poore Mænon. 


This confufed chaos of pzinciples being w2itfen 
and ſealed vp, ſhe deliueredit to the Secretarie, who 
courteouflp taking his leane hted in haſt to the Court, 
where the king carefully expecting his comming, re⸗ 
teiuing the letter vnript the ſcales , where in ſtead or 
an amozcns r found nothing but a heape of phi⸗ 
lolophicall axismes. and yet his dome anſwcred fo the 
full : the pithie ſentences of Semyramis whome by bir 
penne he found to be poꝛe, honeſt, beautifull, and wiſe 
did not take pleffect, which paze ſoule ſhe aimed at, foʒ 
in fisad ef cooling his de ſires with god counſay le, ſhe 
inflamed his mind with a deeper affection : ſoz where 
bekoze he cnely was allured with hir beautie, nows 
be was entifed with bir wiſedome. Pallas gaue him a 
deeper wounde than Venus, andthe inwarde vertues 
were moe fo2cible than the outwarde ſhadewes: ſe 

that he perſifed in his paſſions, and began to conſider 
with himſelfe, that the meanes to pꝛocure his content, 
was onelp the ſimplicitie of Mznon , wth whome he 
woulde make an exchange rather than be fruſtrate of 
bis deſtre, an exchange ( Jmeane) fo2 Ninus being a 
widower had one ouely childe, which was a daughter, 
about the age of ſixteene yeares , hir be determined to 
gtue in marriage bnto Mznon, rather than he would 
not entoy Semyramis, thinking that the feare of his 
diſpleaſure, the burthcn of his owne ponertie , the 
dope of pzeferrement , the tickling conceit of dignitp 
w:ulde fozce the pooze vaſſall to looks twiſe on bis 
faire wife befoze he refuſed ſuche a pzoffer ; thinks 
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tag this p2zetence to bee his bet pollicie, hee reſol- 
ved pꝛeſentlpe fo put it in execution: and theres 
fo:e foozthwith commen=ed a Purſuiuant to fetche 
Mznon vbnto the Court, who comming with com⸗ 
miſſion vnto the pooze mans-houſe , fonnde dim and 
bis wife at dinner, fo whome , after he had declared 
the ſumme of his ir eſſage, he departed, willing bim 
with as much ſpcede as might be to repaire vnto the 
Court, Mznon although amazed with this newes, 
pet fo that his conſcience was clere fearednot, but 
with as much haſt as was poſſible , made dim ſelfe 
rcadie to goe , Semyramis diffembled the matter, 
fetcht hir bul bande foo2th his newe hoſe, and bis 
belt tackct , thinking to ſpunge him vp after the 
tleanlieſt faſhion , that Ninus might ſee ſhehad cauſe 
to lone and like ſo pzoper a man: ſetting bir hufs 
bande tkcrefoze faozth in pzint, de take his waye 
vnto the Ccurt, where at the gate the Secretarie a- 
wapted to bꝛing hun into pꝛeſence, Whither no ſoner 
hee was enteted, but the Ling tak inge the pco2e 
man aſide , beganne ts common with him in this 
manner. 

Mænon foz the Soncraigne to make a long diſ⸗ 
ſcourſe vnto the ſubied were frinolous , ſ@ing as 
the one fo his mateftie is pꝛiuiledged to commands 
and conſtrapne, fo the other by obcdience is tycd 
to obcye : thcrefoze omitting all net eiſſe pzeams 
bles, thus to the purpoſe 2 Mxnon thou art pewze, 
and yet a Lo2de over Foztune , ſo2 that J hears 
thou art content, fo2 it is not richefle to haue much, 
bat to deſire little, vet ts thy want thou haſt ſuch 
a favour grauntcd thce by the Deſtinies , as tue⸗ 
rie waie may counternaple thy poucrtte, I mean 
the poſſellion of thy wife Semytamis, whome ming 
tre can witneſſe to be paſſing fatre and beautifull? 
8. 4 entitles 
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enuic that grudged at thy happineſſe, and lone that 
frowned at my libertie, ioyning their tozces together, 
baue ſo diſquieted my minda with ſundzie paſſtons, as 
onely it lies in thy power to mittigate the cauſe of my 
martpzdome,foz know Mcnon,Jam in lone with thy 
wife, a cenſure J knowe, which will bee hard foz thce 
to digeſt, and pet to be bozne with moze patience, foz 
that thou haſt a king and thy ſoneraigne to bee thy ri⸗ 
uall, ber Mænon J traue of the to bee my concubine, 
which ik thou grant not, thinke as nowe thou haſt po⸗ 
nertie with quiet, ſo then thou ſhalt haue both content 
t dignitie . The pooꝛe man who thougbt by the kings 
fpeches that his wife had bene conſenting to this pꝛe⸗ 
tence, framed the king this anſwere. 
I knowe right mightie ſoueraigne, that Pꝛinces 
map command. where poꝛe men cannot intreate, that 
the title of a king is a w2it of pꝛiuiledge in the court 
of Loue, that chaſtitie is of ſmall fozce to reſiſt, where 
wealth and dignitie iopned in league, are armed to aſ⸗ 
ſault, kings are warranted to command, and ſubiects 
to obep, thereſoze if Semiramis be content to grant the 
intereſt at her affections into your maieſties hands, I 
am reſolued to redcliner vp my fee ſimple with pati⸗ 
ence. Ao Mænon, qd Ninus, as thy wife is faire, ſo ſhe is 
honeſt, and therefoze where J cannot command J wil 
them confraine, A meane that thon fozce her to lous 
me. Mænon grieuing at the wozdes of the king, made 
this replie. If mp wike, mightie Ninus, bee contented 
to pꝛeferre a cottage befoze a crowne, and the perſon 
of a pooze labourer befv2e the lone of a PPztnce, let me 
not (good mpLo2d)be ſo vnnaturall as to reſolue vp- 
pon ſuch a villanie, as the very beaſts abhozre to coms 
mit,th? lion killeth the lyoneſſ2 beeing taken in adul- 
terie, the ſwanne killeth her make fo2 ſuſpitton of the 
ſame fault,and ſhall 3 whomreaſon willeth to be cha 
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charit of my choiſe , fo:ce nry wife perſo2ce fo ſuch a 
folly : pardon my liege, neuer ſhall the lopalfie of my 
Wife be renenged with ſuch treachery, rather had x 
ſuffer death than be. of ſuche diſcourteſie, 
Ninus hearing the pooze man ſo reſolute, 
there was no adder ſo deafe , dut ban bis charme , ng 
bird ſo fickle but had hir call. no man ſo obftinat bat 
by ſome meanes bereclaimed, therfozehe made 
him this anſwer . Mænnon he not ſo ſonde as top3e- 
. ferre fancis befoze life, no2 ſo inſolent as to refuſe the 
fauour of a king,foz the affection of an inconſtant wo- 
man, though J meane to depꝛiue thee of a pꝛeſent ioy, 
ſo J means to counteruaile it with a greater bliſſe, 
fo2 the exchange of Semyramis, J meane to giue thee 
my daughter Sarencida.in marriage, ſo of a ſubies 
to make thee a ſonne and my equall, ſo that nothing 
ſhall be different betwire vs but acrowne and aking- 
dom, fo2a pooze Wife thou ſhalt haue a rich pʒinceſſe, 
from pouertie thou (halt riſe to bonour, from a begger 
to a duke : conſider with thy ſelfe then Mznon, how J 
fanour the, which might polCeſſe my defire by thy 
death, and pet ſ@ke it at thy handes by intreatie and 
pzefoerrement : take time now by the fozehead, the is 
bald behinde, and in letting hir turne bir backe, thou 
bid} fare well to opoztunity , if thou refuſs dignitie, 
my daughter and the fauour of a ſoueraigne, hope not 
to liue no2 iniop thy-wife, foz this cenſure holde to an 
ozacle, Ninus befoze night will eniop the lone of Se- 
myramis , This ſenere refalution of the king dzone 
pooze Mznon into a thouſande ſund2y paſſions, fo; be 
conſidered with him felfe Semyramis was a woman, 
und inthe midyle of hir age, and though the were 
beautifull ſhe was but a woman, and had bir equals : 
de knew that Sarencida was honourable, of royall pa⸗ 
rentage, the daughter of a king, * 
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and che: he leit pouertie to be tbe ſiſter of diftreſſe, 
and that there was no greater woe than want, digni⸗ 
tie pꝛeſented to his imagination the glozy that deaws 
from honour, the ſweete content that pzeferrement a⸗ 
fooꝛdes, and howe pꝛincelp a thing it was to be the 
ſonne in law to a king, theſe bnacquainted thoughts 
ſozetrouvled the minde of the pooze man, but when bg 
talled to remembzance the conſtancic of Semyramis, 
bow the motion of ſuche a mightte monarch , was in 
vaine to mitigate one ſparke ofbir affection, that nei⸗ 
their dignitie, noz death, no not the maieſtie of a king 
coulde perſwade hir fo falſifie hir ſaith , returned Ni- 
mus this anſwer. As (my liege) kings baue honour to 
countenance their actions, ſo pooze men haue boneſtie 
whereby to direct their lines, Diogenes was as deſi⸗ 
rous of good feme, as Alexander was of glo:p. Pouers 
tie is as glas to creepe to credite, as dignifte, and the 
thoughts that finoke from a cottage, ars oft as ſweete 
a ſacrifice to the gods as the perfumes of p2zinces ; the 
beauens are cquall allotters of miſhap , and the deſti⸗ 
nies impartiallin their cenſure : fo2 as oft doethre- 
uenge followe maieſtie fo; iniuſtice, as pouertie foz 
doing aniifſe, the one offendes with intent, the other 
ether by ignozance, oz neccſſifie ; then my Liege, 
if yoar Bigbneſſe cffer me wꝛong, by faking away 
my wife perfozce, aſſure pour (elfe that honour is 
ns p2tuiledge againſt infamie , neptber will the 
gods flecpe in reuenge of pooze Mznon : foz four 
p2offers : knowe this, J account pzeferment in ill 
viſcredite, not dignitie, and the ſanour of a Pꝛince 
in wickedneſſe, the frowne of God in iuſtice fog 
pour daughter, J am ſozte the vnbꝛidaled furie of luſt 
ſhoalde ſo farre ouerrule the lawe of nature, as to 
altenate the loue of a father fo2 ſuch follie: Ler J bt- 
teriy refuſe, not that J contenme the —_—_ 
u 
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but that J pitie hir eſtats , and witſhe hir better F02- 
tuns: foz death which your higneſſe thzeatens, J 
ſcozne it, as pzefering an honeſt fame befoze miſhap, 
andthe lone of my wife befoze death, were it neuer 
ſo terrible, foz pouertie denies me to make other re- 
quitall foz hir vnfayned affection , than conſtancie, 
which J will pay as hir due, though with the loſſe 
of my life , why ſhoulde not the examples which 
biſko2iographers pennes downe foz pzcfiventes,ſerae 
as trumpettes to incourage p90;e men in honeſt and 
bononrable reſolutions : when Marcus Lepidus the 
Romane Conſult was dziuen info bamſhmentZ?and 
bearde that the Senafe in deſpights had giuen his 
wife vato an other, he p2eſently died fo2 ſo2rowe: 
when Nero the ty2ant (pardon my liege J inferre 
no comparifons ) inflamed with luſt towarves the 
wifc of Sylaus, a K2mane, neither reſpceting the law 
Julia made to the controrie, by his-pzedceeefſo2 Augu- 
(tus, neither iuſtice no the gods, but oppoſing him- 
ſelfe to the deauens, rekt the pooze citizen of his 
wife, gr 

Sylaus flewe him ſ(clfe at the pallate gate, which 
bꝛought the Emperour in great hate with his Com⸗ 
mons. J inkerre not theſe cramples as fearcfult of 
your Highneſſe diſfauour , but as one determined to 
followe theſe Romanes in their fozfuncs, and ep⸗ 
ther with quiet to lius (ill the huſbande of Scmy- 
ramis in Babylon, oz to let the wozlde witneſſe 7 nc- 
uer was ſo cowardly to deliuer bp ſo deare an infe- 
ref, but by death. Nynus ſtozming at the ans 
ſwere which pooze Mænon made, did not take his 
ſpeeches as perſwallons from his follpe, but as 
pꝛeparatiues to further choller : foz ſo deepe was 
the vnſatiable deſire of filthie luſt ingrauen and im⸗ 
painted in his minds, and _ fowle' * 
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of adulterous thoughtes had ſo blinded his ſenſes,that 
as a man halfe fraught with a lunacie be became fu- 
rious, that in a rage taking a fwozd that bang at his 
beds head, be ruſht vpon the pooze man and flue him: 
this cruel! derde being thus bniuſtly executed, de ſelt 
no remo2fe in his conſcience, but as a man wholly 
ſoulde ouer vnto miſchiefe, pzoceeded in his purpoſe, 
and pzefently (cnt his Setretarie foz Semyramis:whs 
no ſoner heard the meſſage, but fearing that hir huſ- 
band fo2 hir cauſe might come to miſhap, in bir woꝛſt 
attire, as He was, hied to the Court, where being 
bꝛougbt into the kings chamber, Ninus hauing cauſed 
the dead body befoze to be carried away, told hir diet 
ly all the matter, howe hir huſbande was flaine, and 
that nowe he bad ſent fo; hir not to make hir his con⸗ 
cubine bat quæene. Scmyramis no ſaner beard of the 
death of hir hu bande, but the fell info a paſme , and 
was hardly bzought to life, but at laſt being reuiued 
ſhe burſt fozth into lountaines of teares, e into bitter 
exclamations againſt the tyzant , whoſought to ap- 
peaſe hir with ſundziteſweete pꝛomiſes, but ſ&ing no⸗ 
thing could pꝛeuaile, be ſent foz his daughter Saren- 
cida to whom he committed the charge of Semyramis, 
as of one that ſhoulde be a quiene and hir mother, Sa- 
rencida as nothing daring(whatſoener ſhe thought) to 
diſobep bir fathers commande, led hir by the hand inte 
bir chamber, E as womens perſwaſtues are beſt con- 
kectaries foz womens ſozrowes , did ſomewhat miti⸗ 
gate ſome parte of hir griefe that Wee ee aſt from hir 
teares, till at night being alone in hir bed, the Idea of 
hir huf bandes perſon pzefented it ſelfe , though not 
an obiec to hir eyes, vet to hir imagination, that os 
nertome with the paſſions of loue, thinking to takt 
the benefit of the place and time, determining fo ſol⸗ 
low hir huſband in his foztunes, toke hir 2 
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bande, and ſtanding in hir ſmocke by the bed ſide, felt 
into theſe furious tearmes. Semytamis this day hath 
bene the beginning of thy ſozrowes and the end of thy 
god fo:tunes , the fame of thine honefie ſo generally 
blazed ab2oade thzough all Babylon, ſhall this day 
without deſert be ſpotted with infamie , the bloudie 
action of Ninus ſhall be attributed to thee fo; a fault, 
and the intent of his death harbour vnder the ſuſpiti⸗ 
on of thy diſhoneſty, if thou liueſt and become quene, 
pet ſhall this dede make the a table talke amongeſt 
beggers, honour ſhall not pꝛiuiledge thee from the 
hate of them which are honeſt, neither ſhall the glozte 
of a crowne ſhzowd thee from diſcredit . Then Semy- 
ramis (&ing thou ſekeſt after fame, ſe&eke not to line, 
bſe the knife thou haſt in hand, as a meanes to requite 
thy huſbands loue, and fo warrant thy foꝛmer hone» 
ſtie: Panthea the wife of Abradatus, ſeing hir huſ⸗ 
bande flaine in the campe of Cyrus, ſatriſtted hir ſelfe 
on his dead coꝛps: when lulia the wife of Pompey ſaw 
but a gowne of bir huſbants bloudy , ſaſpecting fome 
miſhap, ſell into a france, 4 neuer reutved, Portia tit 
wife of Brutus hearing of hir huſbadsdeath,chokedhir 
ſelf with hot burning coales. Aria the wil ol Czcinna 
died with her condemned huſband befsze the rapitoll. 
Let the reſolute loue of thefe noble dames inconrage 
thee to the like conffancy, conſider Semyramis thy huſ⸗ 
bande ts deade, and dedes done can not be renoked, 
Ninus meanes to make the his wife:his wife coward⸗ 
ly wzetch as thou art, anſwer to this foliſh obiection 
which Piſca the wife cf Pandoetus did, who being 
ſlaine by the king of Perſia, after the naugbter of bir 
buſ bande, be p2ofered hir marriage, but holding as 
thou doeſt, the inſtrument of- death in hir hand, che vt⸗ 
tered theſs wozdes: The Gods fozbid, that to be a 
quene , J 8 euer wed dim that hath bene the 
13 murtherer 
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murtherer of my deare haſband. And with this thee 
was readie to ſtab her ſelfe to the heart, but Caving 
her ſelfe and panſing a while, ſhe beganne as women 
are pꝛone to conceit reuenge, to thinke with her fell 
bow in time better to quite the iniurp pzoffered by 
Nynus to her poze huibande. This Gentlemen, I con- 
iecture was her imagination, fo 2 ſhe ſodainly let fall 
ber knife,leapt into her bed, e paſt the reſt of the night 
in a ſound l@pe. And in dee had not the ſequele pꝛe⸗ 
ned the contr arie, it might haue ben coniectured that 
the hope of acrowne had bene a great peſwaſton from 
ber deſperate reſolution: but letting theſe ſuppoſes 
pale, to Nynus, who made it bis moznings wo2ke, as 
ſoone as be was vp fo viſite Semyramis, and finding 
ber in a better tune than be left her, conteiued ſuch iox 
in the appealing of her paſſions, that pꝛeſently he ſom⸗ 
mon:d all bis Loꝛdes to a Parliament, where he vn⸗ 
folded vnto them the intent hee had to make Semyta- 
mis qusene, and therefoze craued their conſents. Tbe 
nobilitie whatſoener they thought, durſt not gainſaie 
the will of their Pꝛince, but aſſented to his demand, ſo 
that all things were pꝛepared foz the cozonation: buf 
when the bzute of Mznons dealh was noiſed abzoads 
in 1Babylon,cuerte one after their ſundzie and ſeue⸗ 
rall imaginations began to conferre of the action, all 
generally meruailing that ſo honeſt a wife ſhuld tom⸗ 
mit ſo hainous a fac foz euerie one thought her an ac⸗ 
fo2 in the tragedie, pet they conſidered that ambitious 
banour was a mozfall enemic to honeſtie, and that 
few women were ſo chaſt but dignifte could dzawv to 
follie. Mell, murmure what they lid, the kings pure 
poſe teoke effect. The date came, and the coꝛonation 
was moſt ſolempnelp and ſumptuouilie perfouruced; 
tue king conceiuing ſuch felicitic in his newe wife, 
that her continued the fealt fo; tenne dayes: which 
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tearme ended, euerie one deparfed fo their home, and 
he late married couple fined ſo contentedly to euer is 
mans conietured, that Semyramis won der fame dalſe 
loſt by her obedience, and eſpccially ſhee gained the 
loue of the commons, fo2 pzeferment had not pufte ber 
vp with pꝛide, noz dignitie made her diſdainfull of the 
g'02ie ofgcrowne, no2 the title of a quae had made 
no metamozphoſis of her minde, but in this, that as 
ſhe grew inhonour,fo ſhe increaſed in courteſie, boun- 
tifull to all that were pooze, and enuious to none that 
were noble, pꝛeferring the ſutes of them were w2on- 
ged ,and (eming as neere as ſha& toulte to cauſe the 
k ing doe iuſtice to all. This ber vertuous diſpoſition 
not enely ſtole the he artes of the commons, but alſa 
he loue ot her hvſband, who to increaſe affection moze 
had a ſonne by her called Nynus, Paſſing thus tbzes 
oz foure peerts in great pleaſure, the king ſurcharged 
with content, commaunded his wife to aſke whatloe- 
uer the woulde, that was within the compaſſe of his 
Babyloniſh monarch, and it ſhould bee graunted her. 
Semyramis refuſed ſuch a p2offer, but the king beeing 
b:gent, ſemmoned all his Lozdes to the Court, and 
there made them pzinie what a free graunt he made 
to his wife. The noble men although ſmiling at 
the fondnefle of the king, that ſo wilfally woulde 
put a naked ſwoozde info a madde mans bande, vet 
out wardly ſeemed fo allowe of his wilt, ſo thaf Se- 
myramis demanded that ſhe might abſolutely without 
checke 02 controlement rule the Babylonian Em⸗ 
pire,as ſole queene fo thaee daies. The king who no 
whit milltuſted that reuenge could ſo long harbour 
in the heart of a woman, graunted ber requeſt, and 
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be eretted in the middeſt ol Babyton, whither cal⸗ 
ling bis nobles and commons by the ound of a trum⸗ 
pet vpon the next feſtiuall, which was holden in ho- 
nour of their God Iphis, he there (a p2eſence of all bis 
ſabiectes, reſigned vp his crowne and ſtepter into the 
vandes of semyramis, placing bir in the Jmperiall 
thꝛone, as ſole quene, monarch and of E⸗ 
gypt . Semytamis being thus inueſted with ede Dia⸗ 
deame and regall power : firſt publikely declared the 
effect of the kiugs grant, how ſhe was foz the tearme 


and ſpace of th dayes to reigne as ſoueraigne ouer 


the land, fo haue as great authoꝛitie to do iuſtite, and 
to execute martiall law as hir huſbande : to tonſirnie 
which, Ninus as a ſubiect did hir reuerence, and ioint⸗ 
ly with the reft of the nobility, ſwoze to perfozme 
Wwhatſozuer ſhe ſhoulde commande, and to obep dir as 
their ſole and ſoueraigne pzinces. After the king had 
ſolemnely taken his oath, Semyramis vttered theſe 02 
ſuch like ſpecbes ts the people. It is not vnknowne 
(wozthy pares of Egypt and inhabitantes of Baby- 
lon) that 3 ltued in my youth the wife of pooze Mz- 
non with credit fit foz my degree, and with fame e- 
quall to the honefty of my life. Occaſion neuer avmed 
repozt to ſtaine me withviſgrace , neither was the 
wife oft Mænon accounted to be pzodigall of hir affec- 
tions, although perhaps a littte pꝛoud of bir beautie, 
the pouertie of my hul bande neuer touched me with 
millike, noz the pzoffers of p2eferrement coalde per⸗ 
ſwade me to inconſtancie, but Foztune that is euer 
fickle in hir fauours,and enuie that grudgeth at quiet, 
ſeing we liued ſecurely in love and content, ſet king 
Ninus to be the meanes of my ouerthzow : fo; he in- 
flamed with the ſight of my boautie, yeldcd pzeſently 
to the allaromes of luſt, and ſought with the golden 
baife of dignitie to bale me on to the wzacke of my 
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honeſtie, which by no meanes be could bzing to paſſe : 
copning murther with the pzetcnce of adulterie, bee 
flew my huſband in his bed chamber, ſo the better to 
obtaine his purpoſe. After whome, J call the Gods to 
witnes, I haut liued foz no other cauſebut to ſce this 
dap, neither hath the gaine of a crowne counteruailed 
my fozmer content, the gliſtering ſhewe of dignitie 
bath not tickled my minde with delight, the vaine 
pleaſure of pzeferment neuer made me pꝛoude, onclic 
(wo2thie peeresof Egypt ) the hope that one date J 
ſhonld make reuenge of pooze Mænons inturie, bath 
made me line in ſuch contented patience, which nowe 
is come foꝛ it befitteth a queene in iuſtice to be impar⸗ 
tiall, and two nuſchiefes are neuer founde to eſcaps 
miſhap: tberefoze how ſaieſt thou Nynus, quoth thee, 


declare beere befoze the Lozdes and commons of C- 


gyp*,wert thou not the ſole murtherer of mp huſband 
without my conlent? Nynus aunſwered as one halſe 
afraide at the countenance of Semyramis, J canftlle 
that ouely Mænon was murthe dor fo; the 
tone of ther, deſt not in mento2ie 
while this time. Yes Nynus, and now will Jreuenge 
the iniurie offeredto Mznon, and therefoze J com⸗ 
mand that without further delate thy head bee heere 
mitten off, as a puniſhment due foꝛ murther and a- 
dulterie. The nobilitie and commons hearing the ſe⸗ 
nereſentence of demyramis, intreated foz the life of 
their (oueratgne, but it was in vaine, foꝛ ſhe departed 
not from the ſcattolde till ſhee ſawe her command exe⸗ 
ented : which done, ſhe infombed his bodie roiallie, 
and in ſo famons a ſepulch2ze,that it was one of the ſe⸗ 
nen wonders of the wo2ld,and after ſwaied the kings 
dome with politike gouerument vntill her ſonne Ny- 
aus was of age to rule the kingdome, 
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Seignioꝛ Coſimo hauing ended his tale, Farneze 
greatly commended the diſcourſe, applying the effec 
of this biſtozie to the Gentlamen pꝛeſent, telling them 
that in dede the peuth of Florcnce were greatlie 
giuen to this folly, as a bice p;zevominant amongeſt 
them. Peratio who meant to be plealant wtth the olde 
Countie, tolde him that he had learned this fruit in A- 
ſtronomie, that the influence of Venus and Saturn kept 
the ſame conllellat ion to inferre as wel age as poutb, 
and that reſpec and erpertence had taught bam, that 
oldemen were like le: es gray headed, and oft grene 
tailde, that they would finde ons fete at the dooꝛc fo2 4 
young wife, when the other ſtumbled in the graue to 
death. ſo that Diogenes beiug demanded where a man 
left oft from luſt: vnleſſe, quetꝭ be. he be bertuous, not 
vntul the coffin be bꝛoug t to his dooꝛs, meaning that 
time neuer woze out this follie but by death. And pet 
to ſee, queth Benedetto, what cynicall axiomes age wil 
pꝛeſexibe to youth, when they ſhemſelues are neuer as 
ble ts owne p:ecepts, allowing moe 
p2intledge to their „than to pur greene 
reres, and ſhouting vnder the chadowe of vertue the 
veris ſubſtance of vice, beeing as intemperate in the 
ſroſtie winter of their age, as we in the glowing ſum- 
mer ok our routh, and pet fo2 that they are olde, and 
though they cannot deale moze caſte, pet will wozke 
moze caute, and ſimplie tonceale that wee raſhlie 
reueale, they are in age acnerally taken foz Gods, 
when compared euen with youth they are mere de⸗ 
vils. Pet by pour leaue meſſieur Benedetto, quoth 
the Ladie Margeret, yon ſpeake tw generally of age, 
fo2 the verie conſtitution of the naturall temperature 
of our bodies is able to infringe your reaſons, ſeing 
that ſame naturalis calor is ouerpzcſſed with a cold dꝛi⸗ 
neſſe in age, which in _ furthered with moiſture, 
cauſeth 
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cauſeth fach volnptueus motions. Cupid is painted a 
childe, Venus without wzinkles in her face, and they 
which calculate the influence of Saturne, ſet not down 
many notes of venerte, Moe philoſophically you 
ſpeake,quoth Peratio, and pet ſmall to the purpoſe,foz 
although naturall heate be extinguiſhed in age, vet re- 
mines there in the minde certain Scyntillulæ volup- 
tatis, wich confirmed by a ſaturnall impzeſſion, were 
bar der to root out than were they newly ſpꝛong vy in 
vouth, neither did meſſieur Benedetto conciude gene- 
ralle of olde men, but bzon ht in as a pꝛemiſſe 02 
pꝛogoſition, that age as well as youth was infected 
with this folly : but well it is Ladie Margeret, that 
our diſcourſe ſtretcheth not ſo farre as women, noꝛ fo 
talke of their wanton affeqions, leaſt happilie we had 
dntied ſuch a labyrinth of their laſciuious vanities, 
as might haue made vs ſooner defire our reſt then end 
the dicourſe. Pou are alwaies glancing at women, 
guoth Coſimo, not that pou are a Pythigo:ian, and 
batethat ſere,foz fir 3 knowe pour lippes em digeſt 
ſuch lettũtt᷑, vat t cre out of-temper 
tf once a daic you had not a woman in pour mouth, 
herein reſembling Marcus Lzpidus, who made anin- 
nectiue againſt ſumptuonſneſle of diet, himſetfe being 
called the glutton of Rome. not that he was ſpar ing 
in his chere, but that Athens abſtaining ſrom daintie 
cafes , might leaue the market moꝛe ſtoꝛed with deli⸗ 
tate diſhes. 

Benedetto was nipt on the head with this ſharpe 
replie, eſpacialty fo2 that all the whole compante 
taurdt to ſa how he anſwered with filcnce, x Farneze 
about whom the talke began, made this anſwer, J can 
not denie Gentlemen, but anger is ſubiect to many fav 
lich and intemperat paſſions, i therfoze to be compꝛe⸗ 
di ded within the compas ofthis folly, but neither age 
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05 voutb, it bzcedeth many inoꝛmities, ſo that foʒ this 
night J will take in hand to ſend you all to bed with a 
farewell of foure verles; wbich J read once in the mos 
naſterp of Santo Marco in Uenice,the autho2 I know 
not, the verſes are theſe: a | 


Quatuor his pznis Certo afficietur adulter, 

Aut Egenus erit,Subita vel morte petibit, 

Aut Cadet in cauſam qua debet Iudice vinci, 
Aut aliquod me mbrum caſu vel Crymine perdit. 


The time of the night beeing ſomewhat late, they 
fooke his ieſt fo2 a charge, and ſolempnly taking tteir 
leane , euerie man departed quietlie vnto his 
lodging. 


The third diſcourſe of 
Follic. 


pe mening being tome, and the Sun 
—diuplaring ber radiant beames vpon 

the glomie mantle of the earth, Flora 

(| p2eſented ber glozious obiedes fo the 
eie. and werte ſmelling parfumes to 
tte noſe, with the deligbt of ſund zie 
plealing and odoziferous flowers, when theſe young 
Gentlemen aſhamed that Tytan ſhould ſommon them 
from their beddes, paſſing into the garden, found the 
olde Countie,his wife and foure daughters walking 
foꝛ health and pleaſure in a frech and grene arbeor, 
where aſter they had ſaluted each other with a mu⸗ 
tuall God mozrowe, they iopned all in ſeuerall pars 
lies, amongſt the reſt zcroardino ſpring a niarigelde 
nl leaves a little by the bþcate of the Sonne, 


pulling 


pulling Ladie Frances by the ſlieue, began his mozy 
ning mattens on this manner : The nature of this 
bearbe, Ladie Frances, which we call the marrigolde, 
and the Gretians Helitropion, and the Latiniſtes Sol 
ſe quiam, is thought by the ancient Philoſophers to bee 
framed onsly by nature, to teach the duetie of a wife 
towards her huſband,foz ſæing t hat as Ariſtides ſaid, 
a woman was the ccntrarie of a man: this flower 
pꝛeſents a pꝛeſident of her affection,foz which waie ſo 
cuer the Sunne turneth, it ill openeth the leaues by 
degrees, and as y ſun declineth, ſo it ſhutteth:that Phe- 
bus being gone to bed, the marrigolde denics any lon⸗ 
ger to ſhew her gloz ie: ſo ſaith Plato, ſhoulds a good 
wife imitate her huſbands adions, directing her lelfe 
after his courſe in his pzeſcnce, being pleaſant to cons 
tent the eie and humour of her huſband in his abſence 
with a modeſt baſhfulnes, ſcarce with the wife of Tar- 
quin to looke out of her windowe. In dede,quoth the 
Ladic Frances, J haue heard ſaie, that young mannes 
winesgud maidens chilozen are alwaies wei taugbt. 
no doubt (ir; eeonomtrai{- p2eceptes are verie 
good, and happie is ſhe that heares them and neucr 
beleuesthem,J pꝛaie Cod your wife may bee amas 
rigolde whenſocuer pou are married, that to auoide 
iealouſte, yon may euer weare her pinde on your 
feng. Peratio ouer bearing ſtepte in and aſked the 
Ladie Frances if the thought Bernardino woulde be 
iealous. J baue not, qnoth the Ladie, ſuch aſſured 
ſight in phiſognomie, as 3 dare avouch it foz truth, 
but J pꝛomiſe pon fir, the Gentleman is well foze- 
banded and well fozeheaded,two of the nine beauties 


to haue a fine finger and a large bzowe , nowe take 
the paines fo concinde how vou lift. Peratio langht, 
and Bernardino replied, tis no meruaile if men bee 


jealous , when Hchodus affirmes , that hee which 
Wor truſteth 
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fruffcth tothe lone of a woman, reſemblefh him fhat 
bangs by theleanes of tres in Autumne. But in 
carneſt zernardino,quoth Peratio, what doeſt thinkc 
ok him that is married: Chat hee is quoth be, areſted 
with a grieuous action, foz no doubt poung Gentle⸗ 


men ſhoulde flie vp fo heanen if they were not kepte 


backe with ſuch an areſt: but fo2 better aunſwere to 
thy queſtion, take the replie of Metellus fs Pyſo, that 
aſkod him why hee married his ſonne being ſo young, 
and b:fo:ce hee was wife : Becauſe Pyſo, quoth hee, if 
my lonne grow to be wiſe, he will neuer marrie : no: 
if pou were wiſe, quoth the Ladie Frances, woulde pee 
ſpeake ſo vnreuerently of marriage, but tis no mats 
ter, we ſhall finde yon in time like Crates the cynike 
Philoſopher, who inneigbing greatly againſt this ho- 
" nourable ſocietie, was ſtene begging a pecce of bzead 
at Lais dooze in Cozinth. It the lawe that Ephorius 
of Lacedemonia conſtituted were kepte, ſuch as retu⸗ 
led mar Ghould be baniſhed, but A thinke zernar- 
dino, veredacught within the fozfaiture vf ſuch 
a ſtatnte,you would fake thut fo} A chte, which a 
L acedemonian baniſht did, beeing p2oduced beſoze 
Lycurgus fo2 the like crime, And what was that 
madame,quoth Peratio ? Marie Sir,quoth ſher, be ing 
aligned to exile, hee bzought' fozth witneſſe that he 
had begotten thi& childzen, and vppon that-ercuſe 
| Lycurgus made the ſfric lawe againft adalterie, vet 
mittigated befoze ſoms parte of the puniſhment ; J 
thinke madame, aunſwered Bernardino, the Pꝛieſte 
dath a pennie fd2 pour banes , pour ſopbiſfrie is ſo 
good fog marriage. Dnelie Dir,quoth thee, J ſpeake 
it agaynſt ſuch ſeuere cenſurers of matrimonie is 
von are, which, foz what cauſe J knowe not, lining 
Tale bachelers, arc of Appollonius Tianeus opinion, 
aun therefoze frame pp intiples. *Accozding to your 
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pꝛeceptes, as no doubt one of your ſect dis oho made 
theſe two verſes: 

L*amordel donna il yin del flaſco, 

Nul tera bon nel matutina guaſco. 


Such foicall Gentlemen as runne info ſach ins 
conſtant and heatheniſh ccnclnfions, J bad as lieie 
baue their roome as their conzpanie. zernardino prr- 
cetuing the Ladie Frances was halfe angrie, thought 
rather torecant than make her cholerike, and theres 
foꝛe tolde her his meaning was not to condemne mas 
riage, but meerely to ieaſt fo; conference ſake. Then 
fir,quoth ſhe,all is in ieaſt. and ſo let vs to the reſt of 
the companie , whome they founde talking with a 
Cooke tat was come to his maiſter, to knowe if 
bee woulde haue anie extraozdinarie diſhe pzont- 
ded foz dinner, No Sir, quoth Farneze, 3 will aun⸗ 
ſwere with Socrates, if they be vertuous there is 
enough, if they be not, there is tco The-olds 
n teervof ta ſpeake of tempe⸗ 
raunte in us hesbegan. 3 remember Gen- 
tlemen that JIymocheus a Grecian Captaine, hauing 
ſupped with Plato in his Academie, at a fober and 
ſimple repaſte, foz their feſtiuall fare was Tlines, 
cheeſe, apples, colc woztes, bzeadand wine, tolde the 
next daie cetfaine noble inen his companions , that 
they which ſupped with Plato digeſt not his viandes 
in along time, meaning that wile banquet void of ers 
ceſſe,not to content the bodie with Epicuriſine, but to 
decke the mind with pbiloſophical pzecepts, ſuch were 
the feaſts of Socrates, Zenocrates,and other:the ſages 
which compared the pleaſures conceiued in delicates, 
to the ſaucur of parfumes, which toz all their ſwete* 
ſmell paCe awale like ſmoake, The Egyptians vſed 
PAR of their banquets to bzing in the 
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matomie of a dead man, that the boꝛrour of the co2ps 
might mitigate immoderate delightes. Jndede ſir, 
quoth Bernardino, J remember that Alexander befoze 
he fell into the Perſian delicacy , refuſed thoſe cockes 
and paſterers that Ada quene of Caria ſent vnto 
him, ſaying to the meſſenger, kfoꝛ my dinner J vſe 
earely ring, foz my fupper a flender dinner, fo2 he 
did bſe to eat buf once a day: ſo that Plato ſeeing Dio- 
nyſius making two meales, repoꝛted in Athens hee 
ſawe nothing in Sycillia but a monſtet, that vid feede 
twiſe befoze the ſunne ſet. Cyrus monarch of the Per⸗ 
flans in his childhoode, being demanded of his grand⸗ 
father Aſtiages, why he woulde dz inke no wine, aun- 
fwered ſoꝛ feare they giue me poiſon: foz ( quoth hee) 
at the ce lch :ation of vour natiuitis, I noted that ſom s 
dau made mixture of the wine with ſame inchanted 

— fith at the ende ofthe feaſt there was not one 
FRO right minde. So did(quoth Perato) E- 

atelt captains and pdilolopher | 
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per, the tabtes one! bare vtt f 1 ie e ſump» 
tnonſneſſe of fare, be fold his bol * great choller that 
— — ofted, as a friend to dine 


— r 1 to fuffer iniury by being intertained 
. Caius . a notable Romane 


rk, was found by the @amnit ambaſſadours that 
came vnto him eating of reddiſh roafted in the aches, 
and that in a veris pwze houſe, and by the waie to 
induce a ſtrange miracle that @ainct lerome repo3- 
keth of one Paule an heremit, who lined from ſirteene 
fo ſixtie of Dates onelp, and from firtie to fire ſcoꝛe 
and ſlut (at what time he dred ) he was fed by a liftte- 
bead bzought to dum by a crowe . Trutb (quoth Far- 
nee) infint? ars the examples which might perfwade 


eee we now a dayes as 
we 
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wee leaue the fudie of philoſophie to learne out kif- 
ching commentaries , but if we perſeuers ill in this 
' diſolute kind of being Chziſttans in name 
and Epicures in life , we are to feare that in the ends 
niede and neceſſitie will fozce vs to fozſake it, and as 
it happened vnto king Darius, who when be had liued 
a long time in delightes , dzowning bim ſelte in the. 
ſaperfluitie of the Perſians , not once looking ſo low 
as hunger and thirſt, as he fied from Alexander, and 
wared verie thirſtie, dzinking puddle water taken 
from a ringer tainted with deade carcaſſes, he burſt 
tooth into this (peche, that in all bis life de neuer 
d2ancke werter: ſo will it befall to vs by our inoꝛdi⸗ 
nate erceſſe , and (eing we may bell ſ& this vertzeof 
krugalitie by diſcouering bis contrary , we will ſpend 
this fozenoone in dfcourſing the follie of ſuperflnitie 
oz gluttonie , which Bernardino J appoint vnto your 
charge, as one which we all knowe to haue bene an 
enemie to ſuch diſozdered bankets. Bernardino not 
greatly diſcontent with this command, beganne after 
the gentlemen were ſeated in the arbour, to frame bis 
fpxch in this manner. Plato the pzince of the Atade⸗ 
mickes, who foz' his ſacred ſentences with his mai⸗ 
ſer Socrates, amongft all the Philoſophers, challen- 
gcd the name of diuine, bad alwayes this ſaying in 
bis mouth, that wyatſoener excædeth this woꝛd ne» 
ceſſarie is ſuperfluitie, which genus, he deaided into 
two eſpeciall partes of apparell and fare: fo; the laſt 
whereof J am appointed to intreat , thus to the pur⸗ 
poſe. Thoſe Gentlemen which build vpon the docrine 
of the Epicares, and place their chiefe ſelititie oꝛ ſum- 
mum bonum inthe delicacte of fare , confider not that 
gluttonie is like to the Lymons in Arabia, which be⸗ 
ingpaſſingſwete tothe mouth, art intoctious in the 
ſtomach, like to the floute * 


Greene his farewell 


the eye greatly moleſteth the ſinell , the ſwefe con- 
tent 02 rather the bitter pleaſures that pzoceede from 
thele follies, feving our luſt with a tickling bumour 
of deligbt, foz enerie dꝛam of pꝛetended bliCe pzeſents 
vs a pounde of aſſured enoꝛmitie, fo2 we are ſo blin⸗ 
dcd with the vale of thts vayne follie , that fozgef- 
ting cur ſclues we runne beavdlong with VIyfles into 
Cyrces lappe, and ſo by taſting bir inchaunted po⸗ 
tion, ſuffer our ſelfe fo be like beaſts tranſfoʒmed ins 
to ſundzie ſhapes , ſoz that was the meaning Ho- 
mer aimed at by the Metamoꝛphoſis, ſaping : ſome 
were chaunged into Lyons as by dzonkennefſe made 
furious, ſome into Apes, whom wine had made plea⸗ 
ſaunt, ſeme info ſwine, whoſe bzutiche manner bes 
w2ayecd their imperfection by llerping in their pottes, 
coniparing the altcration of men by onermuch dzinke 
to no other but a beſtiall channge of their natures, 
beſides this diſcoucrie Galen, Hypocrates and other 
learaed Phiſitians appꝛoue it the ſource from whence 
all diſeaſes and evill diſpoſitions of the body do flow, 
fo: ſapth Plutarch we are ſicke of thoſe things wheres 
of we doe line, and by our naturall diſpoſition are 
wholy giuẽ to health, if the diſoꝛder of our diet did not 
infringe the perfect temperature of our complexions. 
Homer going about fo pꝛooue the immozfalitie of the 
Coddes, and that they dye not, groundeth bis argv⸗ 
ment vppon this, becauſe they eate not, as if he 
woulde argue, that as cating and dzinking main⸗ 
taines life, ſo thep are the efficient cauſes of death, 
and that moꝛe dye of gluttonie than of hunger, ba- 
uing off moze care te digeſt meate than care fo get 
it. Seneca ſayd that the Phiſitians in his time cried 
cut that lite was ſhozte and art long, that com- 
plaint was made of nature, that ſhee had graunted 
onto beaſtes to line fine oz ſire ages, and to limite 
* Z mans 
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mans dayes but the length of a ſpanns, which not- 
withfkanding , being ſo ſhozt and momentarie, was 
oft conſumd in ercefſe, dz awing on death by our owns 
deſires , and offering vp our go2ged ſtomaches vn⸗ 
fo Atropos as ſacrifice to intreat that the date of our 
prares bee vntimely pzeuented , ſo that (as the wiſe 
man ſapth) mozs perithe by lurfet than by the ſwozd, 
vnto whome ( ſayth Salomon) falleth woe, afflic- 
tion, ſozrowe , (trife , teares, rednefle of the epes, 
and diſeaſes? Euen ts them that ſit long at the wine, 
wdich at the firſt pleaſeth beth the eye and (he tall, 
but at laſt ſtingeth as deadly as a (cozpion. 
Heraclytus was of this opinion that the inſatiate 
appetite of gluttonie doth obſcure the intzriour vers 
tuts of the minde , oppꝛeſſing the diuine parte of man 
with a confuſed chaos of ſundzie delicates, that as 
the ſunne eclipſed with darke and bndigefted va⸗ 
pours , hath not the perfection of his b2ightneſfle , ſo 
the bodie overcharged with ſuperfluitie of meates, 
bath the ſenſes ſo ſotted,as they are not abls to pierce 
by contemplation into the Petapbyſicall ſecreates of 
ante hononrable ſcience. Junumerable alſo be difſos 
tute faſhions and wicked eno2mitics that ſpzing 
from gluttony and dzonkenneſle, fo; where this follie 
is pꝛedominant, there is the minde ſubic vnto luſt, 
anger, floth, adulterie, loue, and all other vices that 
are ſubiectes of the ſenſuall part: (62 as the olte Poet 


layth, 
Sine Cerere & Baccho friget Venus, 


And by the way J remombor certains verſcs wzit-: 
ten by our countriman Dance to this effec, 
| It vitio chi conduce: 

Cngliſhed thus: 
A monſter (cated in the midſt of men,] 
Which daily fed is neuer ſatiat, 
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A hollow gulfe of vild ingratitude, 

Which for his food vouchlafes not pay of thankes, 

But (till doth elaime a debt of due expence, 

From hence doth Venus draw the ſhape of luſt, 

From hence Mars raiſcth bloud 4nd firatagemes, 

Tac wracke of wealth the ſecret foe to life, 

The ſword that haſtneth on the date of death, 

Ihe ſuieſt friend to phiſicke by diſeaſe, 

The pumice that defaceth memorie, 

The miſty yapour that obſcures the light. 

And brighteſt beames of ſcience glittring ſunne, 

And doth eclipſe the minde with fluggiſh thoughtes, 

The monſter that afoordes this curſed brood, 

And makes commixture of theſe dycr miſhaps, 

Is but a ſtomach ouerchargd with meates, 

That takes delight in endleſſe gluttony. i 

Well did Dante note in theſe verſes the ſundzie 

miſchiefes that pꝛociede from this folly, ſeeing what 

erpfces to the purſe, what diſeaſes to the perion, what 

ruine to common wealth, what ſubuerſion of eſtates, 

what milerie to pꝛinces haue inſued by this inſatiate 

unne of gluttenie : Me read of the Emperour Vitel- 

lius Spynter that he was ſo much giuen to ſuperfiuity 

and erceſſe , that at one ſupper be was ſerued with 

two thouſand ſeuerall kind of fifſhes,and with ſeauen 

thouſande flying foules, but the heauens tozming at 

ſuch an inſatiable monſter , that ſo highly abuſed the 

benefites of God, conſpired bis ouerthꝛow, fo Veſpa- 

ſian did not oncly diſpoſſeſſe him of the imperial Dias 

deme, but cauſed him to be publiklyerecufed in Rome. 

Dionyſius the younger from glattony fell to tyzannie 

vntill be was eriled foz his wickedneſfle out of Sict- 

lia. Mulcaſſes king of Thunis was ſo dzowned in 

pleaſures ſuperftuous bankefting, that in 
the midſt of his miſeries when the Cmperour _ 
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had fozſaken bim, and left him of a king almott ebe 
oatcaft of the wozld, vet as Paulus Iouius rehearſeth, 
be ſpent a hundzeth crownes bppon the dzefſing of a 
peacocke , —— bis muſitians playing, - — 
dis eyes to reape the greater content: 1udge- 
ment of God ſpedely followed this vaine delicacie, 
fo; within two dayes after bis owne ſonnes put out 

bis epes with barres of boat iron. Jnfinit alſo were 
the examples might be bꝛonght of dzonckennefſe, and 
of his diſcommoditie : of Alexander how he pzepared 
crowaes fo; them that excieded in that flithie vice, 
and made a great cup which he called Alexander,after 
bis owne name, wherein be did carrous to his nobles, 
but Caliſtenes his deare friend refuſing, e ſaying:foz 
dꝛink ing in Alexander J will not tand in nede of E- 
ſculapius, he fell into ſuch furie, that he commanded 
bim to be put in an iron cage with dogges, which Ca- 
liſtenes not b2oking poiſoned him ſelle. At an other 
d:onken keaſt he flue his faithfull friende Clytus, a 
woꝛthie taptaine and a connſelloz, fo whome hee had 
ſo many times biene beholding foz bis life: but after⸗ 
warde when he came fo him ſelfe, hee was ſo grieued 
fo this fact , that he ſought to ſhozten his dapes with 
his owne ſwo2d, and ſpent many dares in confinualf 
teares fo2 his friende, whereby we euidently (& how 
the beſt that inſueth of this folly is tame and repen- 
tance, This meant Heraclytus to feache his countrie 
men, when after a mutinous ſedition was appeaſed, 
amd the commons demanded of him, what anfydote 
were beſt to pꝛeuent᷑ the like miſſoꝛtune, pꝛeſentlye 
gat dim vp to a place where the magiſtrate vſed to 
deltuer D2ations to the people, and there in ſteade of 
20nouncing ſome eloquent and learned diſcourſe, on⸗ 


| Ty beganne to feede on a mo2ſell of bzowne bzead, 4 fo 
dʒzinke a glaſle of cl@ere water, thus ſetting downe a 
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golden p2ecept by ſilence, fo2 by this he figniffed vn: 
them that as long as daintineffe. and riot and neede⸗ 
leſſe expences flouriſhed in the citie , ſo long ſhonlde 
they ſtands in danger of ciaill ſedition, but this vaine 
excaſſe aboliſhed a peaceable and perpetuall quiet was 
like to inſue : if this counſell of Hcraclicus were res 
quiſtt in a monarchie, what n&de bane wee of ſuche 
necefſarie pꝛinciples, in whoſe common wealth no- 
thing is gloꝛ ious, bat ſuperfiuitie of foode and appa⸗ 
tell. Let me boꝛrolo a woꝛd with you (quoth Perat io) 
in this , foz in derde if men thozoughly conſider the 
vaine dclight dinerſe of our Flozentines tooke in. 
trimming and decking out the bodie , which Epami- 
nondas called. the pꝛiſon of the ſoule, we hall bee at 
length fozced to con feſle with Eraſmus, that they ras 
ther ſerue to whet the eyes of the beholders to wic⸗ 
Red defires , than vnto anie honeft opinion oz con- 
teit. | 

Epictctus gaue this oncly pꝛetept vnfo his coun- 
trimen at bis death: Friendes (quoth he) decke not 
your bodie with curious ſuperfinitie of apparell, but 
paint them with temperaunce, foz the one is but a 
ſhadowe that bleareth the eyes, the otber an o:na- 
ment that inricheth the minde, which connſell the 
ancient Ponarkes and C tefetaines of the wozid fozes 
taught vs: foz Auguſtus famous thzough the whole 
wozlde ſoz his foztunes, and honoured foz bis maic⸗ 
fiie, neuer wars other garmentes than ſache as his 
wife and daughters made, and thoſe berie moderate. 
Ageſilaus king of Lacedemonia had but one coat foz 
winter and ſummer. Epaminondas generall captaine 
of the Thebans, wat contented:with one only gowne 
all the peare long: this (imylicitie and moderate vſe 
of apparell'in ſuch wozthie perionages , might well 
ſerue vs fe) pzeſidentes , but that vanity hath _ 
1 a 
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lulled our ſenſes a lp with pleaſure, as the cuſfome 
of the fault bath taken away the feling of the fac. 
Mell fir (quoth Bernardino) this belongeth to your 
diſcourſe of pꝛide, and therfoze againe ts our purpoſs 
which leeing IJ bane confirmed with ſufficient reaſons 
t cramp'cs to bean inoꝛdinate vice and moze follie J 
willnowe alſo ratiſie it with a verie bztefe and ſhozt 
biſozie. 


pernardinos Tale. 


9 NB tho eikie of Auſpurg in Ger» 
manie there ruled not long duc 

a duke whoſe name fo2 reuercnee 
J conceale, t therefoze will tearme 
. dim Don Antonio, a man ot very 
© hon o2able parentage, but ſo giuen 
) e to the filthy vice at bꝛenhenneſſe as 
be almoff ſabucrted tbe ſtate of the citie , with his 
gluttonics. fo2 ofttines he fell into ty2anous and bar- 
barous truelties, as one that had martiall law in his 
power,and other whiles gaue wꝛong ſentence again 
the innocent , as his humour fitted, which erteile had 
led him. Brt aboue all the reſt a pooze man having a 
matter to plead bofoze him, which bs was acerfained 
by law Chould got en bis ſide, Don Antonio cemming 
dꝛonke to the place of judgement , lleping in his ſur⸗ 
fots,nener cenſidered the equitte ofthe cauſe, but gane 
ſentence againſt the pooze man, and condemned 
him in ſo great a ſumme, as ſcarſs all his mouea⸗ 
bles were able to diſcharge, well the verdict ginon be 
bad no other remedy but te abive the cenſure of the 
iuſt indge, e to make ſale of all that be had toanſwer 
dis condemnation : which dons ſo little remaynes 


- - <p> 


that hee had nothing left to maintaine his wife and 
Lhildze, wherupon pouertie boing the bcanicſt bur den 
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a man can beare, pꝛeſented vnto him a glaſſe of ma- 
ny miſeries, which were apparant to inſue by diſtreſs 
ſed want, wherein after the poaze waetch bad a long 
whtle gazed, be fell to deſpaire, that flinging into his 
backe ſide,he toke the halter out of his ſtable, aud runs 
ning ints the field went to hang bimſelfe in a thicket 
bard adiopning to his bouſe, where pet a little ente- 
ring into conſideration with himſelfe, he began thus 
to debate. b 

Infoztunate Ruſtico, foʒ ſa we will terme him, holo 
art thou oppꝛeſſed with ſundꝛis paſſiaus, diſtres haling 
thee ou to deſpaire, and the care of thy ſonle willing 
thee rather to chooſe pauertie than hell. Mell did T y- 
mon of Athens ſee the miſerie of mans life, when bee 
bought a peecs of ground, wherein hee placed gibbets, 
and ſpent his time in ſuch deſperate Philoſophte, as 
to perſwade bis friendes to hang themſelues , ſo 
to auotde the imminent perilles of innumerable 
miſfoztanes , ſo Ruſtico ſeme thou an Athentan, be 
one of Tymons friendes, liſten to his doctrine, follow 
bis counſell , pzenent miſerie with death. But alas 
this is not ſufficient, fa in fring th ſelfe from cala⸗ 
mitie, thou leaueſt thy wife and childzen in a thou⸗ 
ſano ſozrowes , and further thou cutteſt off all hope 
of reuenges. Reucnge, yea revenge Ruſtico, fog aſ⸗ 
ſure thy ſelfe,if thou liueſt not, yet God will reuenge, 
bane two ſinnes eſcaped vnpuniſhed, hath not the ac- 
curſed duke to his dzunken mcfle added iniuſtice, ves 
and therefo2ze deſerues to bee reuenged with thine 
owne bande, let examples arme the to the like at⸗ 
tempf . Philip king of Pxcedonia was flaine by. a 
meane Gentleman Pauſanias , becauſe be. would not 
let him haue iuſtice againſt Antipater, who bad oſfred 
bim wong. Demetrius hauing receiued: many re- 
queſts of his poʒe ſubiecta, as he paſſed ouer a _— 
thze 
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th:ewe all their ſupplications into the water, foz 
which taufe hee — ſo odjous ta his ſubieas, that 
they ſuffered Pyrchus his enemis to dꝛiue dim out ot 
bis kingdome without battell. Ferdinando the fourth 
utting to death a knight mieze foz anger than anie 
ink cauſe, the Gentleman at the ſentence, cried out: 
Iniurious Cmperoz, I cite the to appeare befoze the 
tribunall ſeate of Ood, to anſwere this wong within 
thirtie daies, on the laſt of which expired tearme the 
Emperour died, Then comfo2t thy ſelle Ruſtico, let 
not deſpaire arme the to ſuch an heatheniſh reſoluti- 
on, rather liue to reuenge than die to double thy miles 
rie and ſeeing the duke hath dealt thus hardly, vſe hun 
as Alexander Seuerus handled his ſetretarie, who bees 
ing a caterpiller in the Court, and ſelling the verie 
fauourable looites of his maicter foz copne , pꝛomi⸗ 
fing pooze men to pꝛoſecute their ſutes, when he ne⸗ 
uer mooued their cauſe : at laſt in requifaH of this 
treacherous dealing was tied to a poſt and choak. d 
with ſmoake, hauing a p2oclamation made befo2c 
him by ſound of trumpet, that they which (ell cimouke 
ſhoulde ſo periſhe with lmdake, the pooꝛe man from 
theſe plaintes fell into teares, that overcome with 
the paſſions hee fell a Nleepe , where in a dzeamc 
was by Cod reucaled vnto him the meanes of re- 
uenge, as ſoone as he awoake and called vnto minde 
the viſton, thinking it to be no fantaſticbe illuſion 
of the bꝛapne, but a ſtricht commaunde from the 
beaucnly powers , pꝛeſentlp wente Home and was 
red contrarpe vnto his woonted cuſtome very mers 
rye, frequenting daply the Dukes Palace, where 
giuing him ſelfe vnto dzinking he became in time 
to bee in ſome fauour with the Duke, who ne- 
uer remembzed that hee ſat in indgement againff 
the pooze man. On a time ſaing that opo2tunitie 
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Antonio fell to his olde vice of dꝛonkennes and in ſuch 
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fauoured him, he requeſted the Duke that as he went 
on hunting, de would take the paines to viſit his paze 
houſe, where be ſhould finde no daintie fare, but onely 
that be durf pꝛomiſe a cup of good wine. This woꝛde 
was enough to perſwade the Duke to a greater mat- 
ter, ſo that be granted to tome. The pooze man glad 
that bis purpoſe was like to take effect, went home 
and made a ſale ot all that het had enen fo his veris 
ſhirt,to the great (0zow of his wife, and wonder of his 
neighbours which knew not bis pzetence. As ſone as 
he had pꝛetilie forniſhed himſelf with mony,he bought 
great ſtoze of excellent and delicate viandes of ſtrong 
and pleaſant wine, and conuated them home to his 
bouſe, whether within two dates after the Duke foze⸗ 
ſent his cooke,certifieng the pooze man that be would 
dine with him, who pꝛouiding moſt ſumptuous fare, 
ſet all his wealth vpon the table at one dinner, and in⸗ 
tertained the Duke with ſuch a heartie welcome, that 
he not onely wondered where Ruſtico got ſuch ſtoꝛe of 
victuals, but gaue great thankes fo2 bis good chœre. 
Ruſtico ſerued in wine in ſuch abundaunte, that don 


ſozt.as he neuer tooke ſo much in his life. The pooze 
man ſeœing him take his dꝛinke fo frielp, went to one 
of his Trumpetters, and told him that the Duke com- 
manded hee ſhoulde by ſounde of Trumpet pꝛeſentle 
ſummon all the Citizens fo appeare at his houſe, ep⸗ 
ther without delaie oz ercuſe. Which commande, bee 
fozthwith executed: and the Burgemaiſters e chiefs 
men of the Citie meruailing what this ſhould meane, 
yet haſting to the houſe of Ruſtico, they found a [caf- 
folde erected at the dooze, where after they had layed 
a while, Ruſtico came foozth, and began to ſpeake in 
this manner. 


Wozthie Citizens and Burgomaſters of „ 
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I knowe you meruaile what the cauſe ot your com- 
ming is, eſpecially ſwing mee that am pooze and vn⸗ 


lettered pꝛepare to offer an D2ation to ſuch politike 
gouernours, but it is the care of my Countric,e eſps- 

cially of this Citie, which is like to ruinate thzough 
the want of the poſſeſſion of a perfect magiſtrate, that 
d:ines me to this reſolute and deſperate attempte ; 
The dutie of a magiſtrate, as J haue heard, a certaine 
Philoſopher ſhould ſet downe, tonſiſteth in thzce eſpe- 
ciall pointes, in ruling,teaching and iudging, that hee 
be wiſe to gouerne, vertuous to giue inſample, and 
impartiall to iudge : foꝛ as Cicero ſaith, ſooner ſhall 
the courſe of nature faile, than the ſubiects will leaus 
to fellow the fteps of their Pzince. If then that come 
mon wealth be happy that is gouerned by ſuch a king, 
in what vdiſtrefſe is that Citie that wanteth ſuch a mas 
giſtrate, and hath one that neither ruleth, teacheth, oz 
doth inſkice, but conſures all things by the pallet. Phi- 
lip of Pacedonia beeing deſired by an olde woman to 
beare her tomplaint, anſwered, hee had no leaſure. 
Then,quoth ſhe, be not King, meaning that a Pzince 
ought to haue moze care oner the affaires of the com⸗ 
mon wealth, then ouer his owne pzinate buſines ; 
Then wozthie Citizens, what may that Citie ſaie, 
whoſe gouernour is addicted to his own pleaſure, that 
delights not in iuſtice, but in ſuperfluify,that hono2s 
not the ſeate of iudgement with Philoſophie, but pol⸗ 
luteth the place with dzonkeneſſe, that ſtudieth not in 
the lawe, but his libzary is in the kitchin, that ſeketh 
not to learne wiſdome, but to goꝛge his ſtomack with 
delicates, ſuch a one, wo2thie Citiſens haue we,fo2 our 
Duke, our gouernour, our mugiftrate, and as hee vt⸗ 
fered that wo2d, bis pooze wife and childzen dzagged 
the Duke vpon the (caffolde, who was all beſmeared 
in his owne vomite, —_—_ rather abzute 
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then a man, bꝛed tunthſomnes to all tho people: which? 
the pooze inan taking ſaꝝhis aduantage, tried out: See 
Burgomaſters and Citiſens of Auſpourg, pour duke, 
pour magiſtrate, your gouerneur, who is come vpon 
8 the (caffolve tohcarctte tomplauits of the widow and 
fathericfſe;and to miſter twdzement, Chis is the 
thc man that condemned me in ti;ebalfe of my gods, 
by iniuſtice, and the other halfe J haue ſolde to pꝛeſent 
vou this ſpectacle ; the one haife he gaue awaie beeing 
onken, and the other this datc her hath cenſumed in 
glutton p. Mow citiſent, ſgame pou nat at ſuch a fight, 
what ſhall Germanie, France, Italy, and all the boz- 
dering Cities repozt of our fowne 2 What fraynger 
will deüre totraffique where there is ſucb a gluͤtton? 
What Citie can top wbere there is ſuch a gouernour?. 
If you ſuffer this, the common wealth is like to rui⸗ 
nate, and you and pour childzen like to beare the bur- 
then ol aſuperfluovs ty2ant : Se what Ruſtico bath 
done fo; his Countrie now vſe him as you pleaſe. The 
Burgomaiſters by a general aſſent, gaue tommande⸗ 
ment that he ſhould be vucouered vpon the ſcaffold til 
heſcame to himſelt, and in the meane time they aſſem⸗ 
led themiſelues and determined his exile. The duke 
alter he had taken iwo oz thꝛee boures flerpe, ſinding 
humſelle vpon an open ſcaffolde, was aſhamed, But 
bearing what had happened to him by the meanes of 
Ruſtico, and haw the Burgomaiſters had rcſolued on 
bis baniſhment, as one feeling thehozrour of the fact, 
deſperatly went into the pooze mans backe ſide and 
banged himſelfe. Which newes being bꝛougbt to the 
Burgomaiſters, with a generall voice they created 
Ruſtico gouernour of the Citie. 
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| to Follie. 
This choꝛt and ſwerte tale of Bernardino greatlie 
pleaſed the Countie and the reſt ofthe companie, all 
pꝛaiſing the pollicie ofthe pooze man, that had made 
ſo ſpeedie and ſharpe a reuenge. Mell. quoth the olde 
Counteſſe, wer haue ſo long diſcourſed of gluttonie, 
that our ſimple cheere haying ſo good a ſance as 
bunger, will pꝛoue verie good delicates, therefoze 
Gentlemen, ſeeing wee mult either make our Cooks 
cholcrike,oz elſe leaue our pꝛeſent parle, let vs at this 
time not diſtarbe his patience.but hie vs in to dinner, 
and repaſt being taken, willingly wee will confinge 
our diſcoutſe. Then ſeignioꝛ Farne ze and the reſt has 
uing their ſtomackes armed to ſuch a combat, 
willingly obcted, and ſo foz this time 
we will leaue them, 


FINIS. 
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